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ABSTRACTS 

Can we find better ways to live with wildlife? 

 

An introduction to human-wildlife conflict 
Dr Sarah Durant, Zoological Society of London 
 
As habitat available for wildlife contracts, and the human population continues to grow, 
fostering sustainable coexistence between wildlife and people is an increasing challenge. 
Unfortunately, some species of wildlife pose significant problems for local communities, 
which results in human-wildlife conflict, with repercussions on the wildlife. This talk provides 
a global overview of human-wildlife conflict, and the impacts it has on communities who live 
alongside problematic wildlife. It will go on to explore why conflict between people and 
nature may be driven by complex, and often hidden, underlying drivers. This complexity 
increases the difficulty in combatting human-wildlife conflict and highlights the importance 
of a holistic approach in the development of solutions. To be effective, such solutions should 
help to engage local communities with nature, including co-management strategies, rather 
than alienate them from nature. This talk thus provides an introduction to subsequent 
presentations.  
 
Dr Sarah Durant is a Senior Research Fellow at Zoological Society of London (ZSL) with more 
than 25 years of experience working in Sub-Saharan Africa. Her research focuses on carnivore 
conservation, biodiversity monitoring, human wildlife conflict, conservation management, 
landscape connectivity and conservation policy. She has headed the Serengeti Cheetah 
Project, the longest ongoing study of wild cheetah, since 1991. In 2007, with Rosie Woodroffe, 
she established the Range Wide Conservation Programme for Cheetah and African Wild Dog, 
with the ultimate aim of halting global decline in these species. Under this programme she is 
working to develop approaches to improve coexistence between people and large carnivores.  
 

 

How Citizen Science can facilitate better ways to live with other species 
Dr Jerome Lewis, University College London & Co-director of the Extreme 
Citizen Science Research Group 
 
Empathy from humans towards other species is the basis for long-term cohabitation. One way 
that this can be encouraged is when humans simply pay attention to those they share their 
environment with, and begin to understand their needs. Just attending to other species 
around us can enable a shift in perspective, from one that assesses other species in terms of 
their utility or risk to us, to one that begins to understand the local environment from other 
species’ perspectives. Drawing on some of the experience of citizen scientists around the 
world, this talk will describe how such activities have facilitated a shift in understanding and 
behaviour towards other species for the benefit of all. 
 
 



 
 

 

Dr Jerome Lewis is an anthropologist researching Central Africa and hunter-gatherer societies 
since 1993 and specializing in hunter-gatherer societies across the world. During long-term 
fieldwork in the Republic of Congo (Brazzaville) with BaYaka forest hunter-gatherers Jerome 
studied egalitarian politics, taboo, myth, ritual, music and dance. This has led to publications 
examining music and dance in cross-cultural perspective, the evolution of language, music 
and modern human culture. Current research examines myth as experienced through ritual, 
music and dance.  Jerome also studies hunter-gatherers' relations with outsiders, such as 
farmers and officials, and the impact of logging and conservation initiatives on hunter-
gatherers. These initiatives result in many groups losing access to their best forest and being 
forbidden to hunt. Given this difficult situation, his work also involves applied research 
supporting conservation efforts by forest people, facilitating them to better represent 
themselves to outsiders using new technologies developed by the Extreme Citizen Science 
team he co-directs at UCL, and participating local people. He is the director of the Centre for 
the Anthropology of Sustainability, and series editor of Palgrave’s Anthropology of 
Sustainability Series. 
 

 

Award winning Consensus Building – for Hatfield Forest 
Diana Pound, Director, Dialogue Matters 
 
This presentation will describe an award-winning approach to Consensus Building and how it 
was applied to resolve tensions around the future management of Hatfield Forest. Hatfield 
Forest is looked after by the National Trust (NT). It is much loved and a place of great 
biodiversity and heritage value. But love for the place had become the problem with the 
number of visits going from 100,000 in 2007 to 500,000 in 2017. The Forest is on wet clay 
soils, and this number of visits meant forest paths and rides had become muddy quagmires 
that don’t recover in summer. As people skirt around to avoid the muddy areas, the rich 
nature living at the edge is lost, and people and their dogs return home covered in mud. The 
NT local team sought to manage the situation by closing routes, but this provoked great 
hostility and the situation was escalating. The NT then brought Dialogue Matters in to design 
and facilitate a Consensus Process. This presentation will highlight key principles that 
informed the process we designed including: helping people shift from adversarial to 
cooperative behaviour, focusing on solutions not problems, designing the negotiation process 
to have strong architecture and functional links between elements, and ensuring ongoing 
engagement and empowerment. The presentation also includes what happened as a result 
and the effect the process had and continues to have. 
 

Diana Pound first commissioned a designed Consensus Building process whilst managing one 
of the first UK European Marine Sites in the late 1990’s. This process was transformative. She 
decided to get training for herself and set up Dialogue Matters in 2000. Diana has now 
designed and facilitated over 100 Stakeholder Dialogue processes and trained over 2000 
people. Her work includes helping communities solve local challenges, stakeholders agree on 
integrated natural resource management, researchers share and co-produce knowledge, and 
international organisations develop guidance or policies. To date, Dialogue Matters have 
worked in 26 countries, and won the Chartered Institute of Ecology and Environmental 
Management (CIEEM) Best Practice Awards for the outstanding quality of their work.   



 
 

 

Join us at our next event 
 

Indigenous knowledge and conservation management: challenges and 
opportunities 
 
Tuesday 9th April 2019, 18:00 – 19:45 
 
Indigenous communities around the world 
possess an extremely rich body of 
knowledge about local environmental 
resources and biodiversity, which has the 
potential to be an invaluable tool to aid 
conservation. Speakers will debate the 
challenges, limitations, and future scope for 
building this unique body of knowledge into 
biodiversity conservation.  
 
https://www.zsl.org/science/whats-on/indigenous-knowledge-and-conservation-
management-challenges-and-opportunities 

   
 

ZSL Library Events 
The library will now be open for a monthly talk at 16:45 before each Science & Conservation 
Event! On Tuesday 9th April will be an introduction to the ‘special collections’ during an ‘Art 
works and Archives’ talk. No need to book, just come along, or find out more here…  
https://www.zsl.org/about-us/zsl-library-collection. 
 

ZSL Wild Science Podcast 
We will be creating a podcast relating to this event topic, so be sure to keep an ear out for it 
in the following weeks as well! Listen to more of our award winning ZSL Wild Science podcast 
episodes hosted by Research Fellow Dr Monni Bohm here… https://www.zsl.org/zsl-wild-
science-podcast. 
 
Please feel free to contact Eleanor Darbey (eleanor.darbey@zsl.org) if you have any queries. 
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