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The most immediate response of animals to human-induced environmental change is behavioural. This 
can have profound repercussions at the population and community level and is therefore of crucial 
relevance to conservation. This NERC/ZSL symposium will bring together leading experts in behavioural 
ecology and conservation to explore how behavioural ecologists can make a difference in support of 
conservation by relating their research to ecosystem processes. This meeting will critically assess the 
role of the behavioural ecological community in addressing conservation priorities so far and aims to 
inspire future conservation-oriented research and action with real impact. Now is a highly promising 
time for progress in this direction because of the emergence of strong analytical tools and conceptual 
advances in behavioural ecology in recent years, developments which have yet to find their way fully 
into the conservation arena. 
 

Register Online:  www.zsl.org/science/whats-on 
 

Submit a poster proposal: www.zsl.org/science/whats-on 
 

Enquires: Please contact scientific.events@zsl.org 
 

 

Linking behaviour to populations and communities: 
how can behavioural ecology inform conservation? 

22-23 November 2018 

zsl.org/science/whats-on 
 

An international symposium to discuss how understanding human-influenced changes in animal behaviour 
can support future conservation research  
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Linking behaviour to populations and communities: how can behavioural ecology inform conservation? 
 

Thursday 22nd November Friday 23rd November 

10:00 
Welcome by Jakob Bro-Jørgensen,  

University of Liverpool 
 

SESSION 3 
Disease, pollution and invasive species 

10.10 

Bernt-Erik Sæther,  
Norwegian University of Science and Technology 

Towards a predictive conservation biology: the devil is in the 
behaviour 

09.30 
Matthew Silk, Exeter University   

Integrating network modelling and demography to 
better understand wildlife disease 

 
SESSION 1 

Habitat loss and fragmentation 
10.00 

James Herrera, Duke University  
Behavioral ecology and infectious disease:  implications 

for conservation of vertebrate biodiversity 

10.45 
George Wittemyer, Colorado State University 

 Guiding landscape conservation planning with animal 
movement behaviour 

10.30 
 
 

Ulrika Candolin , Helsinki University 
 Troubled communication in polluted environments: 

conservation implications 

11.15 TEA/COFFEE 11.00 TEA/COFFEE 

11.45 
Jennifer Gill, University of East Anglia 

  Space, time and seasonal interactions in  
migratory species 

11.30 
Daniel Sol, CREAF 

Pace-of-life syndromes and the success of biological 
invasions 

12.15 

Kavita Isvaran,  Indian Institute of Science, Bangalore 
 Navigating changing risks and resources in heavily human-

dominated landscapes: behavioural strategies and 
population consequences in a threatened endemic antelope 

12.00 
Isabelle M Côté, Simon Fraser University 

From individual movement to landscape-scale invasion 
dynamics and management 

12.30 Discussion 

12.45 LUNCH 

12.45 
Oded Berger-Tal, Ben-Gurion University of the Negev 

 Invisible barriers generated by anthropogenic impacts on 
inter- and intra- specific interactions 

 
SESSION 4 

Reintroduction 

13.45 
Kevin Parker, Parker Conservation 

 Reintroduction: a founder event with no evolutionary 
precedent 13.15 LUNCH 

14.15 

Colleen Cassady St Clair, University of Alberta 
 Multiple risk factors for train strikes on wildlife may be 
mitigated by the application of learning theory to simple 

devices 
14.15 

Daniel T Blumstein, UCLA 
In situ predator conditioning naïve prey prior to 

reintroduction 
14.45 Discussion 

 
SESSION 2 

Human-wildlife conflict and overexploitation 
14.45 

Elizabeth Parlato 
 Personality, what shapes it and what influence does it 

have on survival and dispersal in reintroduced 
populations of an endangered bird 

15.00 

Kristine Meise, University of Liverpool 
Using social network analysis to predict population 

outcomes of environmental change: a case study of the 
African savanna herbivore community 

15.15 Discussion 

15.30 TEA/COFFEE 

 
SESSION 5 

Forging links between the behavioural ecological and 
conservation community 

15.30 
Sam Ellis, University of Exeter 

 Social and demographic drivers of birth rate in a critically 
endangered killer whale population 

16.00 
Joseph Tobias, Imperial College London 

  Integrating behaviour and ecology into global 
biodiversity conservation strategies 

16.00 TEA/COFFEE 

16.30 

Sarah M Durant, Institute of Zoology, ZSL 
 Bridging the divide between conservation decision 

makers and scientists: how can ecologists make their 
research relevant? 

16.30 
Kay Holekamp, Michigan State University  

   Behavioural change in spotted hyenas foretells disruption 
of an African carnivore community 

17.00 
E.J. Milner-Gulland, University of Oxford 

  Modelling human and animal behaviour to inform 
behavioural change interventions 

17.00 
Tim Caro, University of California - Davis 

  Conservation benefits of choosing charismatic species 
for behavioural ecological study 

17.30 Discussion 17.30 Discussion and final comments 

17.45 DRINKS RECEPTION AND POSTER SESSION 
17.45 END OF SYMPOSIUM 

19:00 SYMPOSIUM DINNER 

Draft programme correct 25 June 2018 
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Registration Information  

 

Register Online: zsl.org/science/whats-on 

 
 

Ticket Price (including lunch and refreshments) 
 

2 Days: Full price £160 
2 Days: Discount price (for ZSL Members/Fellows and students) £80 
1 Day: Full price £100 
1 Day: Discount price (for ZSL Members & Fellows and students) £50 
Symposium dinner (22nd November 2018, 7pm) £40 

     
Location 
Huxley Lecture Theatre, Main Meeting Rooms, Zoological Society of London 
ZSL London Zoo, Regent’s Park, Outer Circle, London NW1 4RY, UK 
 
Nearest Underground station: Camden Town 
Nearest bus: Number 274 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Booking notes 

Places must be booked in advance.  If you would 
like to pay by cheque, please contact 
scientific.events@zsl.org 
 

 

Meals and refreshments  

Coffee, tea and a buffet sandwich lunch are 
included in the ticket price. Please state if you 
have any special dietary requirements, including 
vegetarian. 
 

 
 

 
 
Enquiries 
Please contact: Jennifer Howes, Scientific Events Coordinator 

Zoological Society of London, Regent’s Park (Outer Circle), London, NW1 4RY, UK 
Email: scientific.events@zsl.org ; T: +44 (0)20 7449 6227 

 

Main Offices 
and Library 

 

ZSL Meeting 
Rooms 
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Poster Proposal Form 
Symposium: Linking behaviour to populations and communities 
 
22-23 November 2018, the Meeting Rooms, Zoological Society of London, Regent’s Park (Outer Circle), London 
NW1 4RY, UK 

 
There is space for approximately 25 posters at this symposium. Posters will be on display throughout, and attendees will 
have plenty of time to study posters and interact with speakers and other delegates during tea/coffee breaks and a 
poster and drinks reception. 

 
Abstracts of no more than 250 words outlining poster content should be emailed to scientific.events@zsl.org 

 

Please note the deadline for submission of poster proposals is 2 November 2018 
 

Those who have submitted successful poster proposals will notified by 9 November 2018 and further 
guidelines will be sent at that time 

 
 

Title of poster 
 

 
 

Author(s) of poster, including affiliation details 
Please indicate which author/representative will attend the symposium to present the poster. 
 
 

 
 

Contact e-mail address  

 
 

Abstract of no more than 250 words outlining poster content 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
For more information, please contact 

Jennifer Howes: Tel: +44 (0)20 7449 6227; E-mail: scientific.events@zsl.org 
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