
Axolotls 
live in 

Discovery & 
Learning 

Pygmy Hippos 
live at the start of  

Into Africa 

Slender Loris 
live downstairs in  

Rainforest Life 

Aardvarks 
live in Animal Adventure 

Gorillas 
live in Gorilla Kingdom 

Malayan Tapirs  
are next to Tiger Territory 

Surinam Toads 
live next to the Aquarium 

Midwife Toad 
live in the Reptile House 

Midwife Toads 
live in the Reptile House 

You can find all these species out 
in the Zoo. They are examples of 

how classification is used in 
conservation, and how modern 

technologies have affected how 
species are classified 



Pygmy Hippo 
Hippos were formerly believed to be most closely 
related to pigs. However, recent genetic studies 
have revealed that their closest living relatives are 
in fact whales! The ancestors of both whales and 
hippos were small water-loving terrestrial 
mammals that lived 50-60 million years ago. 

Aardvark 
The aardvark (Orycteropus afer) is the only living 
species left in it’s entire order (Tubulidentata). This 
makes it the most evolutionarily distinct mammal.  

Midwife Toad 
Part of an ancient group of amphibians, diverging from all 
others 155 million years ago. They were believed be extinct 
for over 2,000 years but in 1977 it was discovered in 
inaccessible limestone canyons of northern Mallorca. Males 
carry strings of eggs produced by the female wrapped 
around their hind legs for a month or more prior to 
hatching. The wild population is now increasing due to 
extensive captive breeding and reintroduction. 

Slender Loris  
Type of primitive primate with a venomous bite! In 
the past there has been confusion over their 
classification. Most scientists now recognise two 
species: Loris tardigradus (red slender loris) 
and Loris lydekkerianus (grey slender loris). 

Western Gorilla 
For most of the twentieth century it was thought that there 
was just one species of gorilla split into three subspecies; 
western lowland, eastern lowland and mountain. However, 
with DNA analysis it has become clear that there are 
significant differences between eastern and western 
populations and they are so distinct that they were  
reclassified as separate species.  

Malayan Tapir  
The largest and most evolutionarily distinct of the 
four living species of tapir. It is also the only 
surviving Old World species. Fossil evidence 
indicates that the tapirs are most closely related to 
rhinos. Modern tapirs have changed little in body 
shape over the past 35 million years, although the 
long nose probably did not develop until the last 
few million years. 

Axolotl 
A highly unusual salamander, indicative of its evolutionary 
distinctiveness. Most salamanders go through a life cycle 
characterised by egg, aquatic larva with gills, then terrestrial 
adult. The axolotl, however, is neotenous: When they 
become adults and reach reproductive maturity, they still 
have their larval features (feathery gills). 


