London-on-Sea; Plastic City, Plastic Ocean
Speaker’s Biographies

Dr Lucy Gilliam is an Environmental Scientist with a BSc (1st), in Biological Sciences and a PhD in Microbial Ecology;
Soil Science. Lucy worked as a post-doctoral research scientist in Academia and as a science advisor to the UK government. Her portfolio of work consisted of advising on ecotoxicology including endocrine disruptors, nanotechnology, heavy metals, climate change, biodiversity and sustainable food production. Lucy is an experienced speaker having presented at conferences, universities and governance institutions around the world. She consults globally on wide range of environmental and food related topics. Lucy has sailed all her life. She is an experienced
Yacht racer, has repeatedly crossed the Atlantic and has studied at Nautical College to become a professional seafarer. Lucy is passionate about sailing; the sea, biodiversity; nature, activism; storytelling for a greener cleaner
planet.

Dr. Jenna Jambeck is an Associate Professor in the College of Engineering and Director of the Center for Circular
Materials Management in the New Materials Institute at the University of Georgia (UGA). She has been conducting
research on solid waste issues for 20 years with related projects on marine debris since 2001. She also specializes
in global waste management issues and plastic contamination. Her work on plastic waste inputs into the ocean has
been widely recognized by the global community and translated into policy discussions by the Global Ocean Commission, in testimony to U.S. Congress, G7, G20, and the United Nations Environment program. She is also currently conducting environmental diplomacy as a private citizen in the International Informational Speakers Program for
the US Department of State. She has won awards for her teaching and research in the College of Engineering and
the UGA Creative Research Medal, as well as a Public Service and Outreach Fellowship for 2016-2017. In 2014 she
sailed across the Atlantic Ocean with 13 other women in eXXpedition to sample land and open ocean plastic and
encourage women to enter STEM disciplines. This trip translated into extensive outreach on this issue locally in K12 schools and around the globe at speaking events. She is co-developer of the mobile app Marine Debris Tracker,
a tool that continues to facilitate a growing global citizen science initiative. The app and citizen science program
has documented the location of over one million litter and marine debris items removed from our environment
throughout the world.
More on Dr. Jambeck and her projects can be found here: http://jambeck.engr.uga.edu/. Follow her work on
Twitter @JambeckResearch, @DebrisTracker or Facebook https://www.facebook.com/jenna.jambeck, https://
www.facebook.com/MarineDebrisTracker.

Richard Thompson is Professor of Marine Biology at Plymouth University.
Much of his work over the last decade has focused on marine debris with numerous publications and significant research funding on this topic. He was a co-author of the European Union Marine Strategy Framework
Directive text on marine litter. He has been a member of numerous international working groups on marine
litter including GESAMP, NCEAS, UNEP, UNIRP. In 2014 he presented his research to the US Secretary of State,
John Kerry, at his Our Ocean meeting in Washington. He has also presented to OECD nations and G7 nations.
Recent work by his team directly informed the UK Government decision to introduce legislation on the use of
microplastics in cosmetics. He has recently been working with G7 nations on the monitoring of marine litter.
For more information see https://www.plymouth.ac.uk/research/marine-litter

As Director of Sustainability at Selfridges, Daniella Vega created the high-end department-store chain's sustainability strategy, Buying Better, Inspiring Change, and continues to head its implementation. In 2014, under Vega's
leadership, Selfridges became the first department store to be awarded the Carbon Trust Triple Standard for reducing energy and water use and for improving waste management across its operations. In 2015 she led the
award-winning initiative Project Ocean, which saw Selfridges ban the sale of single-use plastic water bottles in
an effort to tackle marine plastic pollution, and in 2016, Selfridges were awarded the ‘World’s best sustainability
campaign by a department store’, an award voted on by over 7,000 industry peers. Vega was previously Head of
Corporate Responsibility at Sky, where she was in charge of a team overseeing reputation risk management, responsible sourcing, the accessibility of products and services, child safety, diversity and employee engagement. In 2013 she won the UK 2degrees Sustainability Champion of the Year award for her work heading up the
Sky Skills Studio, an experience for young children that develops life skills. Vega holds a master's degree in sustainability and responsibility with a focus on systems thinking, action research and sustainable business.

Professor Heather Koldewey started working for the Zoological Society of London (ZSL) in 1995, initially as a
postdoctoral research scientist, then as curator of the ZSL London Zoo Aquarium and currently as Head of Marine and Freshwater Conservation. Heather is an Associate Honorary Professor at the University of Exeter,
Cornwall campus.
Heather finds solutions through interdisciplinary research and conservation action at the interface between
communities and environment. Examples include a) co-founding Project Seahorse www.projectseahorse.org,
which is recognised as the world’s leading authority on seahorses; b) developing Net-Works, an award-winning
project that has developed a novel community-based supply chain for discarded fishing nets that are recycled
into carpet tiles (with Interface Inc. www.net-works.com) addressing issues of marine debris and poverty alleviation in coastal communities; and c) co-ordinating the Bertarelli Programme of Marine Science, an interdisciplinary study of large marine reserves, focused on the Chagos Archipelago. Heather uses collaborative approaches to communicate and engage people in marine conservation, including Project Ocean, a partnership
between the luxury London department store Selfridges and ZSL to bring ocean conservation to new audiences
and change consumer buying habits http://www.selfridges.com/content/project-ocean and #OneLess, a campaign to build a more ocean-friendly society through working to make London the first capital city to stop using single-use plastic bottles www.zsl.org/oneless. Heather spends any free time enjoying Cornwall with her
family, especially kitesurfing and paddleboarding.

Amy and Ella Meek are the 14 and-12-year-old founders of the campaign Kids Against Plastic, a youth driven
initiative encouraging the public and businesses to cut down on the amount of single-use plastic they consume. They founded their campaign almost two years ago, having learnt about plastics’ huge negative impact
on the planet and, inspired by the UN’s Global Goals for Sustainable Development, wanted to take action
themselves.
As part of their Kids Against Plastic campaign, the girls are picking up 100,000 pieces of plastic beverage litter
(and are already over 1/3 of the way to their goal), give talks and take their interactive educational ‘Water
Table’ to events around the country, and are now working with cafes to become Plastic Clever, and reduce the
amount of single use plastic they use.

Amy and Ella are using their youth to make a positive impact, and believe that kids can have the loudest and
most powerful voices; after all, the next generation are going to inherit this planet, and they want to make
sure it is not one choked in plastic.

