
Engaging with Parliament and responding to inquiries: a BES/ZSL workshop 

This one day event, aimed principally at established scientists (post-doctoral and above), will review 

key knowledge and processes involved in engaging with Parliament and responding to Select 

Committee inquiries relevant to ecology, conservation and environmental management. The day will 

be structured around a series of talks and tasks, designed to promote active learning experiences 

and maximise individual networking opportunities for all. Topics to be discussed include the 

structure and function of Parliament, introduction to Select Committees, the nature and purpose of 

parliamentary inquiries, as well as practical tips for producing written and oral submissions. 

Schedule 

10:00 – 10:30 Arrival, coffee 

10:30 – 12:30 Opening talks 

10:30 – 10:40 Welcome and introduction – Nathalie Pettorelli, ZSL 

 Overview of the day 

 Introduction to BES Policy work and approach 

10:40 – 11:05 What is Parliament and how does it work?  - Ben Connor, British Ecological Society 

 The difference between Parliament and Government 

 The structure and function of Parliament 

11:05 – 11:30 How does science inform Parliament? Jonathan Wentworth, Parliamentary Office of 

Science and Technology 

 What is the Parliamentary Office of Science and Technology? 

 How else does Science get into Parliament – House of Commons Library etc. 

 The importance and limitations of science in Policymaking 

11:30 – 11:55 What are Select Committees and why should you engage? Martin Smith, Committee 

Specialist, House of Commons Science and Technology Committee 

 What are Select Committees  

 Why should you engage with Select Committees? 

 What are the Select Committees relevant to ecologists  

 What are inquiries and how do they work? 

 What makes a good inquiry response? 

11:55 – 12:10 Other avenues for engaging with Parliamentarians – Camilla Morrison-Bell 

 All party parliamentary groups 

 Engaging with individual parliamentarians 

 Engaging with your local MP 

12:10 – 12:30 Questions for speakers and whole group discussion 



12:30 – 13:30 Lunch 

13:30 – 14:30 Practical exercise – submitting written evidence 

 Short presentation – Ben Connor: submitting written evidence 

o Recap of what makes a good inquiry response 

o Individual vs organisational responses 

o What are the possible impacts of submissions (individual, organisational)? 

o BES case study of contributing to an inquiry – EAC inquiry into the future of the 

natural environment after the EU referendum 

 Practical exercise:  

o Participants are provided with the Terms of Reference of the EAC inquiry into the 

future of the natural environment after the EU referendum, and resources with key 

tips and advice on how to respond to inquiries 

o Task – Working in groups at tables, to put together an outline plan of how they 

would respond to the inquiry: 

 What key points would you make? 

 What information would you include? 

 What sources of evidence would you draw upon? What research would you 

need to do to inform the inquiry? 

 Which sections would you focus on, and which might you decide not to 

answer (if responding from a scientific perspective)? 

 Draft an introductory/overview paragraph to your response 

o Groups present their key points back to the whole group 

14:30 – 14:45 Coffee 

14:45 – 15:05 Short talk and Q & A: Nathalie Pettorelli: the experience of giving oral evidence 

15:05 – 15:45 Practical exercise: Inquiries for the next Parliament 

Following the general election, Select Committees will be reformed, potentially with new members 

and Chairs, and will be thinking about topics for new inquiries. Committees are often keen to receive 

suggestions for inquiry topics from the public and interested groups – for example the Science and 

Technology Committee crowd-sourced inquiry topics through their “My Science” inquiry earlier this 

year. What topics relevant to ecology, conservation or environmental management should MPs be 

considering? 

Task – in groups develop a proposal for an inquiry: 

 What is the topic? 

 Why is it important? 

 Why is it timely? 

 Which Committee should look at it? 

30 minutes to work in groups to discuss proposals, then 2 minute presentation “pitch” to everyone. 

15:45– 16:00 Wrap up, feedback and group discussion 


