
Preparing You For Your Education Session: 
EYFS Lifecycles 

Duration: 30 mins 
Meet outside the Butterfly House 

Using the Zoo to support this session 
The photocopiable worksheet on the reverse of this page encourages pupils to  look closely at the phases 
of a butterflies lifecycle and  create a still life drawing of each stage. 
 
Look out for these animals at the zoo. 
 
 

zsl.org/education 

Session content 
In Lifecycles pupils will explore how a variety of different 

animals, grow, develop and produce offspring. Activities 

include using costumes and role play to create and act out a 

butterfly lifecycle, as well as touching real animal skins and 

artefacts. The children will also reinforce their learning by 

searching the Butterfly house for the different stages of a 

Butterflies lifecycle. 

Suggested classroom activity (for before or after your visit) 
Match pictures of baby Zoo animals to the corresponding pictures of adult Zoo animals. Discuss the 
similarities and differences between the different animal babies, and between the babies and the adults. 
Do they hatch from eggs or are they born live? Do they look the same or different when they grow up? 
Can the adults and the babies do all the same things? 

 During the session children 
will: 
 Select pictures in the appropriate 

order to build the lifecycle of a 
frog 

 Name and act out the stages of a 
butterfly lifecycle 

 Find and name the different 
stages of the butterflies lifecycle 
in the Butterfly house 

Early Years Foundation Stage Framework Links: 
Communication and Language: Listening and Attention, Speaking, Understanding 
Understanding the World: The World 

Animal Region 

Rabbits Hullabazoo Farm 

Elephants Asia 

Ring Tailed Lemurs Base Camp 

Giraffe Africa 



Butterfly Lifecycle 
Create a still life drawing of each stage of a butterflies lifecycle 

Egg Caterpillar 

Chrysalis Butterfly 

Beautiful Butterfly 
Can you complete the Butterfly picture? 


