
Preparing You For Your Education Session: 
 

Climate Change & Animals 
Location: Activity Den  
Duration: 35-45 minutes 

Using the Zoo to support this session 
The photocopiable worksheet on the reverse of this page encourages pupils to make observations of some 
of the Zoo’s endangered animals and think about the interdependence of life on Earth. 
 

During the session we investigate the impact of climate change on several Zoo animals. You may wish to 
visit some of these on your way around the Zoo: 
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Session content 
Students will discover how global warming happens, and discuss 
the problems that affect people and animals due to climate 
change. 
Using case studies of animals they can see in the zoo to illustrate 
each issue, students will investigate the different impacts of 
climate change on wildlife - it’s not just polar bears! 
We finish by engaging the class with what they can do to help on 
this important issue. 

Suggested classroom activity (for before or after your visit) 
As a class, list the problems that are caused by climate change.  In groups, students choose an animal 
that they think might be affected by each issue, and write a story explaining how. 
Research the different actions people take to stop climate change, choose one, and design a poster or 
video that encourages others to help. 

During the session pupils 
will: 
 Sit, listen, answer and ask 

questions 
 Engage in whole-group activities 
 Work in small groups to 

investigate artefacts, and report 
their findings to the class 

 Meet a live animal 

Curriculum links 

National Curriculum  
KS3 Science and KS3 Geography 

GCSE Specifications 
AQA Biology & Science A and AQA Additional Science 
OCR GCSE Biology A 

Please note: Teachers and other adults are responsible for accompanying the pupils during the sessions and for their behaviour 
and conduct throughout their visit. Regrettably, if a reasonable standard of behaviour is not met the Education Officer will ter-
minate the session 

Animal Location 

Ring-tailed lemurs In with the Lemurs  

Sumatran tigers Tiger Territory  

Coral BUGS and Aquarium  

Frogs and other amphibians Reptile House  

Rainforest animals (monkeys, birds, sloths, insects) Rainforest Life  



Visit Rainforest Life (map ref.  E2) 
 
Rainforest animals and their habitats are threatened by humans.  Observe the animals in Rainforest Life.   
Sketch your favourite animal and say why you think we should protect it. 
 
          We should protect this animal because: 

Think of two ways that a Zoo can help to protect wild animals. 
 
 

Visit the B.U.G.S! house (map ref. C7) 
 
Look at the variety of animals.  All animal are linked in food chains and webs.  Every animal is important to our planet 
as it has its own job to do or role to play.   
 
Find 3 animals and write down their job or role. e.g. spiders help to reduce the number of flies by eating them. 
 
Animal       Job or role 
 
 
 
 
 

Green Team  
challenge 

 
 
Wild animals and their habitats are 
disappearing because of the actions 
of humans.  A Zoo can help to save 
and protect wildlife. 
 
As you walk around the Zoo today, 
think about these questions and try to 
find the answers. 
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Visit Gorilla Kingdom (map ref. F4) 
 
Which gorillas can you see today?  Can you name them? 
 
 
 
Why are Gorillas disappearing from the wild? 
 
 
 
 
 
Look in the Field Station near the gorilla statues.   
Give one thing that we can do to help save wild gorillas. 


