
The Future of Food and Biodiversity: 

 A Symposium hosted by the Zoological Society of London 

 

A Call to Action 

 

This is a call to action developed by a small group following the highly successful symposium 

convened by the Zoological Society of London. This group consists of Pat Bateson, Caroline 

Cranbrook, Lucy Wyatt, Martin Collison, and Tim O’Riordan. 

We are a unique core group of academic and business interests focusing on the impacts of 

UK food production on biodiversity, both in the UK and internationally. We have held our 

first symposium, hosted by ZSL in October 2015, to which expert speakers from a wide 

range of backgrounds – research, retailer, agriculture, health, diet, and conservation – were 

invited, including key speakers from ZSL on palm oil and marine conservation.  

The symposium was a great success in that it brought together people who had not 

previously talked to each other. These included business, researchers, policy makers and 

young people. Much of evidence and argument presented to the symposium is available on 

http://www.zsl.org/science/whats-on/the-future-of-food-the-future-of-biodiversity 

This website will be available on the ZSL site but should become also available on the 

website of the evolving mission. 

 

This brief covers the mission, the process and the participants. 

 

The mission is to bring together the fundamental strands of science, policy, analysis and 

action combining all of the principal participants. It will concentrate on the policy 

connections, on the scope for enlarging the output of food production whilst enhancing 

habitats and biodiversity as well a human wellbeing. And it will address issues of food waste, 

dietary change, human and animal health. There will also be a wide-ranging involvement of 

young people throughout this process. 

 

The process is as follows: 

 

We will form a highly focussed group to consider and to formulate a strategy for action in 

the three targeted areas listed above for making progress. Membership of this group will 

include Patrick Bateson, a representative from ZSL, Tim O’Riordan, Caroline Cranbrook, 

http://www.zsl.org/science/whats-on/the-future-of-food-the-future-of-biodiversity


Martin Collinson, Lucy Wyatt, Tim Benton, Wayne Powell, and Glyn Davies (WWF) (subject 

to agreement). 

1. This core group would offer: 

 a unique perspective because we can bring together so many diverse key players 

 a format that appeals to a younger, well informed audience, who are fundamental to 
making positive change as they will become future executives and policy makers 

 important links to ZSL with its strong profile in the world of conservation 
 

2. We will create a wider reference network of supportive and active individuals 

through whom to make particular progress in designing and developing the action 

plan. This wider body of informed and well-connected will act as an outreach for the 

core group as well as a monitor for the whole initiative. 

 

3. We will identify leaders to consider the food policy “map” as it currently exists and 

then examine how this “map” can be better connected and joined up, and generally 

be made more effective. 

 

4.  We will work with food, health and diet research teams to explore the likely best 

bets for directing research investment and developing policy towards efficiencies of 

both production and consumption, again through a small leadership team in these 

particular arenas. 

 

5. We will form an alliance with food producing firms and supermarkets, through our 

action networks, to examine how best to reduce food waste, to engage consumers 

on both awareness and attention raising as well as their willingness to be “nudged” 

and regulated into progressively changing diets and reducing wasted food purchases 

and consumption. 

 

 

6. We will work with the Zoological Society of London and its species conservation 

counterparts to examine how better to establish accredited sustainable sourcing 

routes and to ensure that these are translated into food production safeguards and 

food purchasing actions. 

 

7. We will create a special network for young people: budding natural and social 

scientists and creative communicators and artists. We will seek funding to establish 

this network to operate side by side with all of the actions listed above. We will give 

this young people’s action forum real legitimacy in helping to design the strategy 

which will become a joint action plan. We will work with this action forum to 



develop new curricula in schools and new forms of learning in all locales where social 

learning takes place.  

 

8. We will convene a series of seminars, webinar discussions, video presentations and 

artistic experiences across the UK (through appropriate funding from sponsors) to 

convey the messages far and wide. We will support these events with scientific 

gatherings and briefings conducted through the UK Learned Academies and higher 

education establishments. All of this will be closely connected to the young people’s 

action forum with whom we will roll out an evolving communications programme. 

 

 

Next Steps 

 

We will seek a “home” for this initiative under the title Food, Biodiversity and Wellbeing 

We will explore funding for one year to enable us to support our activities and actions and 

build the basis for future funding and partnerships 

We will support ZSL to place all of the material from the symposium on its website 

We will subsequently create our own website to absorb this material and to enable us to 

communicate with the world 

We will explore the programme of action listed above and be guided by people and funding 

as appropriate 

 

For more information contact Tim O’Riordan: T.Oriordan@uea.ac.uk 
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