
 

 

Preparing for your Education Session: 

Endangered Animals 
Location: Rainforest Life  
Duration: 45 minutes 

Using the Zoo to support this session 
The photocopiable worksheet on the reverse of this page encourages observation of different types of 
animals. 
 
Look for the signs on each animal’s enclosure: these will tell you how endangered an animal is and some of 
the  threats that it may face. B.U.G.S! shows a wide range of different animals, including Partula snails 
which were extinct in the wild but have now been successfully  re-introduced thanks to the work of ZSL.  
You may wish to visit some of these critically endangered animals at the Zoo: 

www.zsl.org/education 

Session content 
This session explores how animals can become endangered or extinct due to threats such as hunting 
and habitat destruction.  The problems that animals face are introduced alongside examples of 
positive things that are people can do to help. 
 

Suggested classroom activity (for before or after your visit) 
Children pick an endangered species to research and use their information to make an informative 
poster about their animal, to display to the rest of the school. 

During the session 
students will: 
 Sit, listen and answer 

questions 
 Look at and touch real hunted 

animal biofacts 
 Share thoughts and ideas with 

the rest of the group. 
 Meet a live animal (where 

possible). 

Curriculum links 
KS2 Science 
Year 4 programme of study (2014) - Living things and their 
habitats 
Pupils should be taught to recognise that environments can change 
and that this can sometimes pose dangers to living things 
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Animal Location  

Partula snails B.U.G.S!  

Bali starling B.U.G.S! & Blackburn Pavilion  

Golden Lion Tamarin Rainforest Life  

Asian Lions Land of the Lions* 

Gorilla Gorilla Kingdom  

Radiated tortoise Reptile House  

Philippine crocodile Reptile House  

* Land of the Lions opening spring 2016 



 

 

Okapi 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Komodo dragons are carnivores and predators that 
hunt their prey. 
 
What part of its body does the Komodo use to kill its 
prey?  
(circle your answer/s below) 
 

Tail  Teeth and mouth  Eyes  
 
 

 
 
 
Name 2 animals that the Komodo dragon likes to eat 
in the wild… 

 
1) 
 

2) 
 

Zoo Challenge  
Years 3 and 4 

Where does the Okapi come from? 

Find another animal with patterns for camouflage 
and draw it below. 

This animal is a  
 
It comes from 

Back  Claws 
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Did you know? 

 

Baby komodo dragons can be 

eaten by the grown ups! 

 

They stay up in the trees where 

they are camouflaged—and safe! 

 

Snakes swallow their prey whole. Some snakes 
use venom to poison their prey, some are called 
constrictors and squeeze their prey to death. 
 
Draw a snake below and find out whether it is 
venomous or a constrictor. 

Did you know?  
Snakes can dislocate their jaws so 

they can eat prey that are very big. 
 

They get so full they might not 

need to eat for months!  

Reptile House  Komodo dragons  

Into Africa  
Some animals have patterns which help them to camouflage. Find the Okapi and draw on its      pattern on 
the picture below: 



 

 

Zoo Challenge  
Years 5 and 6 

Rainforest Life 

Find an animal that lives in the trees.  
Sketch it below: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
This animal is a  
 

Write down two features of your animal  
(e.g. Long tail) 
 

1. 
2. 
 

 

 
 
How do these features help it to survive in the 
rainforest? 
 
 
 

 Did you know?  
All animals are really well adapted  to 

their habitat. Their features help 

them to survive by helping them to: 

 

move around find food and water 

 Gorilla Kingdom 

Watch the gorillas. What can you see them doing? 
 

 

Write two things that ZSL is doing to protect  these 
gorillas in the wild: 
 
1.  
 
 
 
 
 

2.  

The gorillas at London Zoo are Western Lowland 
gorillas. This type of gorilla is critically endangered 
due to hunting and the destruction of its rainforest 
habitat. 

     
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

B.U.G.S.  

Name of animal: 
 
Habitat: 

Find an endangered animal in 
B.U.G.S. Draw it here 
 

 

Is your animal classified as:   
 

VULNERABLE   CRITICALLY ENDANGRED 
 
 ENDANGERED  EXTINCT IN THE WILD 

(Circle one) 
 

Why is this species threatened? 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Did you know? 

 

Many animals are at risk of 

becoming extinct because humans 

are destroying their habitats. 
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