
Preparing You For Your Education Session: 

Animal Storytime 
Location: Activity Den  
Duration:  20-30 minutes 

Using the Zoo to support this session 
The photocopiable worksheet on the reverse of this page encourages pupils to look more carefully at the 
animals in the Zoo. 
 
There are lots of animals in the zoo that might pop up in our animal story time.  Make sure you go and visit 
some of these animals and their neighbours on your journey around the zoo. 
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Session content 

Storytime takes place on the carpet in our colourful 
Activity Den. The children will be invited to listen and 
join in as we tell them a story all about some animals 
they can see at the zoo. 
 
Children build the lively story with actions, answers and 
songs - adults are encouraged to join in too!   
 

Suggested classroom activity (for before or after your visit) 
Make a list of the animals you hope to see / see at the Zoo and create your own story as a class.  Get the 
children to add sound effects and actions. 

During the session children will: 
 Share their ideas with the Discovery & 

Learning Officer 
 
 Sit and listen to a story 
 
 Join in with actions, songs and sounds 
 
 

Curriculum links 

Early learning goals - Listening and attention 
Listen to stories, accurately anticipate key events and respond to what they hear with relevant comments, 
questions and actions. 

Understanding the world 
Make observations of animals and plants, and talk about changes. 

Animal Location  

Frogs, crocodiles, and other amphibians and reptiles  Reptile House  

Giraffes, hunting dogs, warthogs and zebras  Into Africa  

Aardvarks, porcupines and meerkats  Animal Adventure  

Gorillas and monkeys  Gorilla Kingdom  

Lions*  Land of the Lions* 

* Land of the Lions opening spring 2016 



Zoo Challenge  
Foundation 1 / 2, Year 1 / 2 

Can you find an African animal at the Zoo? 

Draw two of them in the boxes below! 

 
 

 

I drew a picture of 

 Rhyme Time 
Which Zoo animals are these rhymes about? Draw a line between the animal and 
the rhyme. 
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I eat leaves from the 
top of the tree 
I’m the tallest animal 
you will see! 

The King of the Jungle is 
my  name, 
You’ll know me by my 
golden mane 

I eat fish and I’m 

black and white, 

I use my wings but 

not for flight. 

My feathers are a bril-
liant pink, 
I stand on one leg as I 
watch and think. 

Some people think I’m 
very slow, 
But I carry my house 
wherever I go! 


