
Preparing You For Your Education Session: 
Post 16: Zoo Ethics 

Duration: 60 minutes 
Where to meet your education officer:  
Please see your confirmation letter for details of where to meet your Discovery and Learning Officer to 
your session. 

Using the Zoo to support this session 
The photocopiable worksheet on the reverse of this page encourages students to debate ethical issues 
surrounding  captive animals in zoos. 
At each enclosure, discuss in groups, the role that animals play in the zoo (attraction to visitors, key 
endangered species, part of a breeding programme, UK educational species, educational), 
 
 
 
 

zsl.org/education 

Session content: 
In Zoo Ethics students find themselves sitting on a Zoo 
Ethics Board faced with a real-life dilemma. Discussing 
this situation from different points of view, students 
get a fantastic appreciation at the complexity around 
ethical decision making. Students discover the role 
ZSL plays in the modern world and how ethics can 
change with culture, time and perspective. 
 

Suggested classroom activity (for before or after your visit): 
Set up your own virtual zoo – Students will have different roles, e.g. Keeping staff, curator, marketing, 
retail, vet, development (linking with funders), education, presenters, finance, gardening, building. 
Within these roles, students will have to research what animals they are going to have in the zoo and 
why (are they endangered, will they bring money in). Set a budget and introduce some ethical dilemmas 
such as breeding, movement of animals, training. This activity will bring together working in groups, 
social enterprise, social responsibility, career awareness. 

During the session students will: 
 Work in groups as an ethics 

committee to decide on a particular 
zoo related topic. 

 List the different people involved in 
making ethical decisions at a zoo. 

 Discuss the different perspectives 
involved in making decisions in a zoo. 

 

Curriculum links (2015 onwards) 
 
Edexcel Biology A - Topic 4 - Biodiversity and Natural Resources. 4.16. 
 
OCR Biology A - 4.2.1 - Biodiversity. g, h and i. 
 
                              (2014 Onwards) 
 
AQA Environmental Science - 3.1.2 - Wildlife conservation. 
 

Animal Location 

Ring Tailed Lemur In with the lemurs  
(near main entrance) 

European Lynx Europe 

Bactrian Camel Asia 



Ring-tailed lemur dilemma 
 

An elderly bachelor ring-tailed lemur troop has 
lived in a zoo for approximately eighteen years. The 
enclosure they lived in consisted of a walkthrough 
that enabled the public to get close to them. The 
lemurs were habituated specifically for a 
walkthrough exhibit.  
 
Sadly, in 2014, ring-tailed lemurs were reclassified 
on the IUCN Red List as an endangered species. 
In the same year a new lemur exhibit has been built 
in another zoo which would be ideal for a non-
breeding habituated troop.  
 
Zoo staff now need to make a hard decision. Should 
the bachelor troop be moved to this new exhibit so 
they can be replaced by a breeding troop of ring-
tailed lemurs or should they stay in the existing zoo 

as moving elderly lemurs could be stressful for 
them? DISCUSS! 

 
 

Ring Tailed Lemur Dilemma:  


