
Preparing You For Your Education Session: 
Post 16: Conservation Projects 

Duration: 60 minutes. 
Where to meet your education officer:  
Please see your confirmation letter for details of where to meet your Discovery and Learning Officer for your 
session. 

Using the Zoo to support this session: 
 
The photocopiable worksheet on the reverse of this page can support students learning of conservation 
projects.  
While at the zoo visit the following species to find out more about the conservation work that is currently 
taking place on them: 

zsl.org/education 

Session content 
 

In Conservation Projects, students find out about 
the way that science is practiced within the 
Zoological Society of London. The session focuses 
on how we study and apply science, in order to 
achieve conservation for animals and habitats, 
including conservation research and in-situ 
conservation, with real case studies used 
throughout. The session brings to life ZSL’s Edge 
of Existence, project and how science can be 
used to make decision in conservation.  

Suggested classroom activity (for before or after your visit) 
Students may want to visit the science (www.zsl.org/science) and conservation (www.zsl.org/conservation) 
pages of the ZSL website to find out more about science in action and conservation work that ZSL is 
involved in.  

During the session students will: 

 
Be able to describe how ZSL is working to protect 
biodiversity. 
 
Be able to work in groups to put together a case for 
why their species should receive funding for 
conservation. At the end of the session the groups 
present their case to the rest of the class, and a vote 
is taken to decide which species should be awarded 
the money. 
 
 

Curriculum links (2015 onwards) 
 
AQA Biology - 3.7.4 - Populations in ecosystems (A-level only). 
 
Edexcel Biology A  - Topic 4 – Biodiversity and Natural Resources. 4.1 and 4.16. 
 
OCR Biology A - 4.2.1—Biodiversity. e, f, h and i. 
 

Species Link to session Location 

Cheetah Tanzania Carnivore Project  
http://www.zsl.org/conservation/regions/africa/tanzania-carnivore-conservation 

Africa 

Pygmy 
Hippo 

Pygmy Hippo Conservation Project 
http://www.zsl.org/conservation/regions/africa/pgymy-hippo-conservation  

Africa 

Amur 
Tiger 

Amur Leopard and Tiger Conservation 
http://www.zsl.org/conservation/regions/asia/amur-leopard-and-tiger-conservation 

Asia 



in-situ and ex-situ conservation 
 
Both in-situ and ex-situ conservation methods play a vital role in the preservation of  
threatened species. Research the advantages and disadvantages of each method (fill in the 
boxes below). To find out more about our conservation projects visit:  
http://www.zsl.org/conservation 
   
The majority of conservation projects have both in-situ and ex-situ components. Why? 
 
Our Pygmy Hippo Conservation Project is an example of a project that is currently using 
both methods. To find out more visit: 
http://www.zsl.org/conservation/regions/africa/pygmy-hippo-conservation  

            Advantages                                                           Disadvantages 

            Advantages                                         Disadvantages 

in-situ conservation 
 
in-situ means conserving species where they are naturally found e.g. national parks,  
nature reserves. 

ex-situ conservation 
 
ex-situ means conserving species outside their natural habitat e.g. zoos. 


