
Preparing You For Your Education Session: 
Post 16: Animal Behaviour—Chimpanzee Case Study 

Duration: 60 minutes 
Where to meet your education officer:  
Please see your confirmation letter for details of where to meet your Discovery and Learning Officer for 
your session. 

Using the Zoo to support this session 
The photocopiable worksheet on the reverse of this page can support students learning on behaviour 
studies. 
While at the zoo ask students to list the different complications which a behaviour study might encounter 
when studying animals e.g. ring-tailed lemurs, penguins and giraffe—try and follow one animal for five 
minutes in each of these enclosures. 
 
 
 
 
 

zsl.org/education 

Session content: 
 
In Animal Behaviour - Chimpanzee Case Study—students will 
explore the reasons why we consider certain animals to be 
intelligent, and the theories surrounding how animals learn. 
They will discover how ZSL uses the science of learning 
behaviours to benefit animal welfare at the zoo—including the 
opportunity to find out about our chimpanzee training 
programme. During the session students will have the 
opportunity to collect and analyse behavioural data from our 
chimpanzees. 
 

Suggested classroom activity (for before or after your visit) 
 
 Investigate some animal behaviour including some examples of the different studies carried out 

about chimpanzee language and learning. 
 How do you think animal training is used within the zoo? Have a debate about uses of animal 

training within animal collections, and how it affects the animals, zoo staff and the visiting public. 
 

During the session children will: 
 
 Record behavioural data on an 

ethogram. 
 Demonstrate the different 

behaviours that can be 
assessed. 

 Discuss how ZSL uses operant 
conditioning to benefit the 
welfare of the chimpanzees. 

 Discuss the importance of 
enrichment activities for the 
chimpanzees. 

Curriculum links (2015 onwards) 
 

Edexcel—Psychology (A2) - 4.1.1 (Classical Conditioning); 4.1.3 (Operant Conditioning). 

Animal  Link to session Location 

Ring-Tailed Lemur Behaviour Study Base camp 

Giraffe Behaviour Study Africa 

Penguin Behaviour Study Right of Europe 



Chimpanzee Enrichment 

All zoo animals should be provided with species-specific opportunities within their enclosures to  
enable them to express desirable behaviours. Enabling animals to express desirable behaviours is 
called enrichment. Enrichment comes in many different shapes and forms and can be categorised as 
follows: 
 
Food-based enrichment: Providing food in a new way (e.g. ice blocks) or providing  a new type of 
food. 
 
Physical enrichment: Any change to the animals structural environment or the addition of objects 
that can be manipulated (toys). 
 
Sensory enrichment: Anything that stimulates the animals senses, seeing, hearing and smelling.  
 
Social enrichment: Interactions with other animals or people. 
 
Cognitive enrichment: Problem solving activities of differing complexity to stimulate the animal 
mentally (puzzle feeders). 
 
Visit our chimpanzee enclosure at ZSL Whipsnade Zoo and make a note of any enrichment our  
chimpanzees have that would fit into these five categories. 
 
In the space below design a chimpanzee enclosure with a particular focus on enrichment. Discuss 
with other members of your class why you have included these enrichment activities. Do you think 
enrichment changes the chimpanzee’s behaviour?  
 
Remember: Chimps are social animals that live in family groups. 

Design your chimpanzee enclosure here….. 


