
Preparing You For Your Education Session: 
Climate Change and Animals (KS4) 

Duration: 45 mins 
Where to meet your education officer: 
Please see your confirmation letter for details of where to meet your Discovery and Learning Officer for 
your session.  

Using the Zoo to support this session 
The photocopiable worksheet on the reverse of this page can support students learning of climate change. 
During the session we investigate the impact of climate change on several zoo animals. You may wish to 
visit some of these on your way round the zoo. 
 
 
 

zsl.org/education 

Session content: 
 
Does climate change only matter to polar bears? 
In Climate Change and Animals students will discuss 
how our changing climate affects people and animals 
around the world. Using case studies of animals they 
can see in the zoo to illustrate each issue, students 
will investigate the different impacts of climate 
change on wildlife, and find out how they can take 
action to help. 

Suggested classroom activity (for before or after your visit) 
 
Before: As a class, list the problems that are caused by climate change. In groups choose one action, and 
design a poster or video that encourages others to help. 
Visit ZSL’s website to find out all about current research into climate change and its impacts on the 
environment. http://www.zsl.org/conservation-initiatives/status-of-the-planet/climate-change 
After: Ask students to research the different actions people take to stop climate change. In groups 
choose one action, and design a poster or video that encourages others to help. 
 

During the session students will: 
 
 Understand how climate change is 

affected by human behaviour. 
 Be able to give three examples of 

impacts of climate change on animals. 
 Understand the importance of changing 

their own behaviour to support positive 
action against climate change—turning 
off “standby” appliances. 

Curriculum links (links are for current specifications for each subject/exam board). 
 
AQA GCSE Biology - B1.4 ; B1.4.2; B1.6.2; B3.4.1; B3.4.2; B3.4.3. 
Edexcel GCSE Biology/GCSE Science - 3.26 (e); 3.21. 
AQA GSCE Environmental Studies A3.1, A3.2, A3.3, A3.4. 
AQA GCSE Geography A—Unit 1—Physical Geography (Section A). 
Edexcel GCSE Geography B—Topic 2—Changing Climate 2.1. 
 

Animal Location in the zoo 

Reindeer Europe 

Amur Tiger Asia 

Ring-tailed lemurs Base Camp 



 
Animal 

 
Habitat 

Discuss how climate change is  
having an impact on this animal? 

 
 
 

 

  

 
 
 

 

  

 
 
 

 

  

 
 
 

 

  

For each animal below, research their habitat and discuss how climate change is  
having an impact on them. 

List three ways in which you could reduce your carbon footprint: 
 
1. ______________________________________________________________ 
 
2. ______________________________________________________________ 
 
3. ______________________________________________________________ 

Wolverine 

African Lion 

Malawi Cichlid 

Asian Elephant 


