
 
Preparing You For Your Education Session: 
KS2 Giraffe Behaviour Study 
Duration: 45 mins 
Location: Giraffe Heights  

Using the Zoo to support this session 
 
The photocopiable worksheet on the reverse of this page encourages pupils to recognise how related 
animals have adaptations that are suited to the habitat that they live in.  
 
Visit some of these animals at the zoo to discuss different adaptations of the animals with your students. 
You can discuss how animals that are related have different adaptations based on the habitat that they live 
in:  
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Session content 
 

In Giraffe Behaviour Study pupils will work scientifically to collect 
real data on our herd of giraffes. At Giraffe Heights, students will 
work in groups and come face to face with our herd of giants to 
collect behavioural data using ethograms, The students will then 
use this data to create behaviour bar charts and to compare 
behaviours between different age groups in the herd. Group 
discussions will then allow students to elaborate on how this data 
could be used for the conservation of the species in the wild.  

 Suggested classroom activity (for before or after your visit) 
Students are assigned animals to research which are particularly well adapted for either feeding, 
avoiding predation, movement, extreme climate or nocturnal life. They must identify at least one 
adaptation which helps the animal with this aspect of survival, and find out more about how this feature 
helps the animals live in its habitat. Download the glossary of terms that supports this session.  

During the session students 
will: 
 identify adaptations that makes 

an animal well suited to the 
habitat in which it lives 

 Record data on ethograms from 
observations of giraffes 

 Report on ethograms and 
illustrate results in different 
formats 

Curriculum links 
 

Working scientifically 
Identify and classify; Record findings using simple scientific language, drawings, labelled diagrams, keys, bar charts and 
tables; Report on findings from enquiries, including oral explanations, displays or presentations of results and conclusions;  
Living things and their habitats  
Work of scientists; Impact of humans (both positively and negatively) on environments 
Evolution and inheritance 
Identify how animals and plants are adapted to suit their environment in different ways and that adaptation may lead to 
evolution. 

Animal Region 

Reticulated Giraffe Africa 

Bactrian Camel Asia 

Californian Sealion Base Camp 



An adaptation that helps the animal to be 
a successful predator.   
 
 
Animal: 
 
Adaptation: 
 
Animal: 
 
Adaptation:  

Survival skills 
 
Animals have different adaptations that help them survive in 
their habitat. Animals from the same habitat have similar ad-
aptations.  
 
Try and fill out the below questions by visiting animals 
around the zoo and identifying different adaptations that 
they have. 

An adaptation that helps the animal to 
hide from predators.  
 
 
Animal: 
 
Adaptation: 
 
Animal: 
 
Adaptation:  

An adaptation that helps animals to communicate with other animals in its group: 
 

Animal: 
Adaptation: 

An adaptation that helps the animal to 
eat its food. 
 
 
Animal: 
 
Feeding adaptation: 
 
Animal: 
 
Feeding adaptation:  

An adaptation that helps the animal to 
exist in a cold habitat.  
 
Animal: 
 
Adaptation: 

An adaptation that helps the animal to 
exist in a hot habitats.  
 
Animal: 
 
Adaptation: 
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