
Preparing You For Your Education Session: 
EYFS Animal Storytime Africa 
Duration: 20 — 30mins 
Please see your confirmation letter for details of where to meet your Discovery and Learning Officer for 
your session 

Using the Zoo to support this session 

 
The photocopiable worksheet on the reverse of this page encourages pupils to think about other animals 
that can be found in Africa and link the characteristics to the animal.  
 
 
 
Visit some of the animals and their relatives from Animal Storytime during your visit to the zoo. 
 
 

zsl.org/education 

Session content 
 

Animal Storytime takes place in our colourful learning space. 

The children will be invited to listen and join in as we tell a 

story all about animals they can see at the zoo. 

Children build the lively story with actions, answers and 

noises - adults are encouraged to join in too! 

Suggested classroom activity (for before or after your visit) 
Make a list of the animals you saw at the Zoo and create your own story as a class.  Encourage the 
children to add sound effects and actions. 

During the session children 
will: 
 
 Identify familiar animals that they 

may see at the zoo. 
 Listen to a story and join in with 

appropriate noises and actions 
 
 

Early Years Foundation Stage Framework links 
Communication and Language: Listening and Attention, Understanding.  
 
Understanding the World: the World. 

 Animal Region 

Giraffe Africa 

Lion Africa 

Poison Arrow Frogs Base Camp – Discovery Centre 

Dwarf Crocodiles Base Camp - Butterfly House 

Asian Elephant Asia 



How many frogs do we have in the  
Discovery centre? 

Storytime Africa. 

How many crocodiles can you find 
in the butterfly house? 

 

Match the rhyme to the picture of the African animal here at  
ZSL Whipsnade Zoo. 

Visit some of the relatives of the animals in our story and see how 
many live here at the zoo. 

I am a tall bird, but I cannot fly 
So you wont find me soaring in the sky. 

My feathery body and long legs 
Are better for running and sitting on eggs. 

My body is Spotty, 
My legs are too! 

I can run really, really fast, 
But can you see me hiding in the grass? 

I am the tallest animal you will see 
So I can nibble at leaves from the very tops of trees. 

In the sunshine I stand and stare 
Checking for something up in the air. 

Sleeping in burrows we call home, 
Searching for bugs, we like to roam. 

Giraffe Cheetah Ostrich Meerkat 


