Connect Chagos:
People & Wildlife

The Chagos Archipelago
500km south of the Maldives, the Chagos Archipelago – also
known as the British Indian Ocean Territory (BIOT) – consists of
55 small islands in the Indian Ocean surrounded by vibrant coral
reefs, diverse marine life and the clearest water in the world!

Over 220 different species of coral make up the reefs of the
Chagos Archipelago. Over thousands of years these reefs have
played an integral part in the formation of the archipelago
through the build-up and break down of their calcium carbonate
skeletons.
The reefs and islands support an abundance of wildlife including breeding colonies of 17
species of sea bird, 280 species of flowering plant and ferns and over 780 species of fish
including the chagos clownfish (Amphiprion chagosensis) —a species found nowhere else
on earth!

Globally the ocean is in trouble. Areas rich with marine life are being heavily exploited and
destroyed. Industrial fishing is reducing fish populations at an alarming rate, shark finning is big
business and the impacts of climate change are everywhere, even in the Chagos Archipelago.

Marine protected areas (MPAs) are a simple yet effective way of safe-guarding marine life and
ensuring healthy oceans for future generations. The level of protection can vary from limiting
destructive activities to fully protected “no take” zones.
In 2010 the territorial waters of the Chagos Archipelago, totalling 640,000km2, were declared an
MPA, establishing the world’s largest no-take zone.
An area of ocean more than twice the size of the UK is now protected from all destructive
activities and a refuge for all marine life including corals, fish, sharks, turtles, dolphins and
seabirds has been created.

What is the Connect Chagos project?
Initiated in 2012, the Connect Chagos project was created to engage with Chagossian communities, initially with those
based in the UK, in order to increase environmental awareness and skills and to contribute practically to the
conservation of the Chagos Archipelago.

Engaging with the community
In the UK ...

… and overseas

Staff from the Connect Chagos project, based at the
Zoological Society of London (ZSL), work with
Chagossian communities in Manchester and Crawley.
Events such as Environment Open Days provide
opportunities to talk about the unique environment of the
Chagos Archipelago and its conservation. It is also a
chance to raise awareness of the Environment Training
Course which runs over the summer. Tailored sessions
throughout the year deliver nature-focussed workshops
on a variety of topics. The Connect Chagos project aims
to continue building relationships with the community
and offers additional training opportunities for graduates
after the training course.

In April 2014 the Connect Chagos team visited Mauritius
to scope out interest for expanding the project to
incorporate their Chagossian community. In the future,
the team hopes to bring open days, workshop events and
similar opportunities to Chagossian communities outside
of the UK.

Open Days
Since 2012, the Connect Chagos team have hosted an
annual community event for both Manchester and Crawley
communities. This family orientated event is an opportunity
to take part in fun conservation activities, explore local
wildlife and learn about the unique environment of the Chagos
Archipelago, inspiring them to become involved with the Connect Chagos project.

Tailored Sessions
In 2014 ZSL launched “Tailored Sessions” as a new outreach strategy. Their aim is to provide continuous and inclusive
learning within the Chagossian communities and to create opportunities for those unable to commit to the full summer
training course. Workshops are delivered each month alternating between Manchester and Crawley. They introduce
participants to conservation inspired activities, such as pond dipping and habitat management and are a good opportunity
to get together, have fun and gain environmental skills.

Connect Chagos Environment Training Course
Each summer, an Environment Training Course is run by ZSL in conjunction with a variety of conservation
organisations. Members of the Chagossian communities in Crawley and Manchester are invited to attend and
participate in ten training modules run on a range of nature-related topics relevant to Chagos. These include
wildlife monitoring, habitat management, communication, climate change and marine ecology. The training
course culminates in an environmental training and team building “wild weekend” away and an award ceremony
for the graduates.

Trainees graduate the course with an increased knowledge of the unique environment of the Chagos Archipelago and a
set of practical conservation skills. They also have the opportunity to apply for bursaries to continue their training and
are invited to apply for a highly sought-after place as a trainee researcher on a scientific expedition to Chagos itself.

Bursaries and Funding
Opportunities
The Connect Chagos team provide ongoing
support to nurture graduate’s conservation
interests. Thanks to our partner organisations we
have many opportunities available for individuals
to develop their conservation skills further. Small
bursaries are available annually and can be
awarded to a graduate following a successful
application. This advanced training enables
graduates to specialise in an area of conservation
they are passionate about and potentially obtain
necessary qualifications and experience in a
highly competitive field of work.

All things Chagos

ZSL Connect Chagos team starts to engage with the Crawley and
Manchester communities.
For 9 weeks the trainees embark on the
Chagos training course.
I would like
to register for
the course.

Let the adventure
begin, we are
ready to roll!

At the open day members of the Chagossian community have
the chance to register for the Environment Training Course.

Session 1: Marie, along with other trainees explore marine life.

Look at this
crab! What
species is it?

Look it up and see if
it’s similar to the
ones in Chagos.

That’s a lot of birds!

Is that a
starling I can
hear?

No, that’s a
chiffchaff. It’s
song sounds
like its name.

Session 2: During the bird monitoring session, Marie learnt how to count and identify large groups of birds.

Session 3: Habitat management.
Marie learnt all about how to manage habitats and control invasive species.

This is hard
work!

Why do all the
coconut palm
trees have to be
cut down?

So the native
trees are
able to grow.

I love these
colourful corals
are they plants?

No, corals are
tiny animals that
live in a colony.

Session 4: Trainees learned all about the coral reefs and their importance to Chagos.

This is fun!

So this is what a
marine biologist
does!

Session 5: SCUBA diving. Trainees took their first breath
underwater on a try dive at a local swimming pool.
Communication is very important.

We can plan
an event?

Yes! To let people
know about Chagos.

Session 6: During the communication session trainees learnt how to communicate conservation issues in fun and
inspiring ways.

The wild weekend is a chance for trainees to reminisce and put
into practice all they’ve learnt during the course.

I love being outdoors
surrounded by nature.

I think it’s
an Owl.
Who knows what
bird is making
that sound?

This has been great! How
do I get involved with
working in conservation?

You can apply for a bursary.
This will allow you to complete
further conservation training.
From there you can build up
your knowledge.

After completing the training course, trainees have the
opportunity to apply to go on a scientific expedition to Chagos.

We are now going
to swim to those
islands to do some
bird monitoring!

I’m finally in
Chagos!

Being on the
expedition was
really hard work.

But it was amazing
to see the variety
of wildlife.

Upon returning from the expedition Marie talked to the community about her experience.
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For more information:
Tel: 02074 496646
Email: chagoscommunity@zsl.org
Website: www.zsl.org/chagoscommunity
Facebook: www.facebook.com/chagosenvironment
Expeditions Blog: www.zslblogs.org/chagos
Connect Chagos 2014 Film:
http://vimeo.com/jonslayer/connectchagos2014
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