
ZSL Whipsnade Zoo Red List Safari Trail Teacher Notes 

Fifty years ago, the International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN) set up the Red List.  This is a 

list of species that are classified into groups based on how threatened they are.  Many of the animals that ZSL is 

working to conserve are listed as endangered on the Red List.   

To give your students a clearer understanding of how the Red List works and what ZSL is doing to conserve species, 

both here at ZSL Whipsnade Zoo and elsewhere, we have designed a special trail to take you around the zoo.   This 

trail will introduce students to five key species that are bred here at the zoo and that our researchers and conserva-

tionists are working with in the wild.   

The ZSL Whipsnade Zoo Red List Safari Trail addresses the following curriculum content: 

Curriculum links  

Science Key Stage 2 – Year 6 programme of study 

Living things and their habitats 

 Give reasons for classifying plants and animals based on specific characteristics (in this case, classifying spe-
cies related to their conservation priority), 

Evolution and inheritance 

 Identify how animals and plants are adapted to suit their environment in different ways and that adaptation 
may lead to evolution. 

 

Science Key Stage 3 

Genetics and Evolution 

      Inheritance, chromosomes, DNA and genes 

 Differences between species. 

 Changes in the environment may leave individuals within a species, and some entire species, less well 
adapted to complete successfully and reproduce, which in turn may lead to extinction. 

 The importance of maintaining biodiversity and the use of gene banks to preserve hereditary material. 

Interactions and Interdependencies 

      Relationships in an ecosystem  

 The interdependence of organisms in an ecosystem, including food webs and insect pollinated crops. 

 

The following pages go through the trail and give the answers to the questions, there is also a map of the zoo  

showing the location of the animals on the trail.  Use the trail as an opportunity to get students thinking about con-

servation, the threats that species face and what they can do to help.  You may wish to consider the following: 

Many animals are threatened because of habitat loss, so discuss themes such as deforestation and  get students to 

suggest ways they can reduce the demand for timber e.g. recycling, reusing, finding alternative materials. 

Aquatic species are often threatened due to over-fishing or loss of food stocks.  Make students 

aware of sustainable fishing practices and to look out for Marine Stewardship Council approved 

fish products in the supermarkets.  They use this logo:    

Both aquatic and terrestrial species can be affected by pollution and rubbish.  Simple decisions 

by students,  such as picking up litter and putting it in a bin, can make all the difference. 
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*often animal are classified into groups such as mammals, birds etc. 

Highlight to your students that they can be classified in other ways, 

such as  how threatened they are. 



Policing, advertising and warning people not to catch or buy the tortoises, educating 

people about why they need to be protected (because there are very few of them left 

in the wild), and protecting the areas where tortoises live. 

Buy animals that have been bred in captivity instead of taking them from the wild. 

Pet trade, development of agriculture (growing food for human 

consumption) and habitat loss, domestic cats and dogs eating 

young. 



Gazelle, antelope, warthog, game birds, other deer species. 

Eat fish that is Marine Stewardship Council (MSC) certified - so you know it has come 

from sustainable stocks, safeguarding seafood supplies for the future. 

       Disturbance of their habitat (people building houses and     
walking through the coastal areas where they nest), decline in their food source eg over-
fishing  causing a fall in fish stocks, and oil spills that poison the birds (with oil being       
ingested and also stopping their feathers from waterproofing and insulating their bodies). 

         Water proofed feathers for warmth/to stay dry, adapted wings for 

swimming, black and white colouration making it difficult for predators to see them in the 

water (countershading), torpedo shaped body, sharp edged bill, feet used as rudder. 

          Loss of habitat (due to growing human 

populations meaning that agriculture, roads, and settlements destroy the open grass-

lands where the cheetahs live), competition from other predators (eg lions & hyenas). 

                    Over-population of prey species which will impact 
upon local farmers/people and affect the plants that are able to grow in that area (due to 
over-grazing from prey species). 



Food, shelter, water and other Pere David’s deer for company/to breed with 

because they are social animals and live in herds in the wild.  

This species went extinct in China but a couple of captive herds survived at Wooburn 

Safari Park and ZSL Whipsnade Zoo.  They were bred and later  reintroduced to  

protected areas within China. 

Hunted for their horn and loss of habitat (they live in the grasslands of Asia which are 

being cleared for human settlement and to grow crops). 

Teachers, conservationists, zoo keepers, scientists, local people, police, rangers, 

soldiers, farmers, ZSL supporters/visitors. 

     The shape of their mouth is different 
(Asian rhinos have a more pointed mouth, White rhinos are more 
square), their size (White rhinos are larger), folded skin and only 
one horn on the Asian Rhino, one lives in Africa the other Asia,  
White Rhinos are social while adult Asian Rhinos are solitary. 


