
     ZSL London Zoo Red List Safari Trail Teacher Notes 

Fifty years ago, the International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN) set up the Red List.  This is a 

list of species that are classified into groups based on how threatened they are.  Many of the animals that ZSL is 

working to conserve are listed as endangered on the Red List.   

To give your students a clearer understanding of how the Red List works and what ZSL is doing to conserve species, 

both here at ZSL London Zoo and elsewhere, we have designed a special trail to take you around the zoo.   This trail 

will introduce students to five key species that are bred here at the zoo and that our researchers and conservation-

ists are working with in the wild.   

The ZSL London Zoo Red List Safari Trail addresses the following curriculum content: 

Curriculum links  

Science Key Stage 2 – Year 6 programme of study 

Living things and their habitats 

 Give reasons for classifying plants and animals based on specific characteristics (in this case, classifying spe-

cies related to their conservation priority), 

Evolution and inheritance 

 Identify how animals and plants are adapted to suit their environment in different ways and that adaptation 

may lead to evolution. 
 

Science Key Stage 3 

Genetics and Evolution 

      Inheritance, chromosomes, DNA and genes 

 Differences between species. 

 Changes in the environment may leave individuals within a species, and some entire species, less well 

adapted to complete successfully and reproduce, which in turn may lead to extinction. 

 The importance of maintaining biodiversity and the use of gene banks to preserve hereditary material. 

Interactions and Interdependencies 

      Relationships in an ecosystem  

 The interdependence of organisms in an ecosystem, including food webs and insect pollinated crops. 

 

The following pages go through the trail and give the answers to the questions, there is also a map of the zoo show-

ing the location of the animals on the trail.   Use the trail as an opportunity to get students thinking about conserva-

tion, the threats that species face and what they can do to help.  You may wish to consider the following: 

Many animals are threatened because of habitat loss, so discuss themes such as deforestation and  get students to 

suggest ways they can reduce the demand for timber e.g. recycling, reusing, finding alternative materials. 

Make students aware of sustainable forestry practices and to look out for Forestry Stewardship 

Council (FSC) approved wood products.  They use this logo:    

Both aquatic and terrestrial species can be affected by pollution and rubbish.  Simple decisions by 

students,  such as picking up litter and putting it in a bin, can make all the difference. 
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*often animals are classified into groups such as mammals, birds etc. 

Highlight to your students that they can be classified in other ways, 

such as  how threatened they are. 



Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast 

E.g.  3000 Pygmy hippos left vs 130,000 Common,  Pygmy weight 300kg vs common 

weigh 300kg,  Pygmy lives alone vs common live in groups etc. 

Buy Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) wood products with this logo: 

This ensures wood we buy has been sustainably sourced and not 

aiding to the destruction of more rainforest. 



Short nosed and Long snouted seahorses 

Prehensile tail (can move tail) like a spider monkey.  

Independent eyes like chameleon.  

Caspian, Javan, Bali and South China 

Palm oil is an ingredient in many products we buy everyday. Tiger rainforest 
habitat is cut down in order to grow Palm oil trees to produce the palm oil we 
consume. Many animals can not live in Palm Oil plantations because they don’t 
provide the same food and shelter as the rainforest. 

1. Choose products that use certified sustainable palm oil. 2. Learn and research 
more about palm oil. 3.  Spread the word! Tell other people about the effect of palm 
oil production on the rainforest and how choosing sustainable palm oil can help. 

*Tigers can be categorised into sub-species based on their location 



Polynesian Islands in the Pacific Ocean 

                                               A predator snail was introduced to the islands by humans to 
kill Giant African Land Snails which were eating crops, but the predator snail ate the 
Partula snails instead. 

ZSL is undertaking a captive breeding programme to increase numbers and then re-

releasing the snails back into areas where the predator snails have been removed. 

Are the animals tropical or not? What temperature or humidity do they need? What 

do they eat? What enrichment (things to do) to provide? 

The last dove was seen on the island of Soccoro, Mexico, in 1972. 

                                                                                              Both are members of the pigeon 

and dove family. Typically they are stout-bodied birds with short necks, and short 

slender bills. There are 310 different species of pigeon and dove.  

                                                    They have camouflaged feathers, and their timid       

nature, moving slowly or staying still, means they are great at hiding in bushes and 

trees. 


