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Fires in Irkutsk 
region, Russia 
 
MODIS Image from 
Aqua satellite 
acquired May 18th, 
2014 
 
Earth Observatory 
Image of the Day 
http://1.usa.gov/TpaD0J 

 
 



Fires in Southern 
California and 
Mexico 
 
MODIS Image from 
Aqua satellite 
acquired May 14th, 
2014 
 
Source: NASA Earth 
Observatory Image 
of the Day 
http://1.usa.gov/1k1BEkL  

 



Fires in Irkutsk 
region, Russia 
 
MODIS on Terra 
satellite captured 
May 18th, 2014 
 
Earth Observatory 
Image of the Day 
http://1.usa.gov/TpaD0
J 

 
 

MODIS image acquired from the Aqua satellite on May 8, 2014 
Source: NASA Earth Observatory Image of the Day http://1.usa.gov/1oablsK 



MODIS (Moderate Resolution Imaging 
Spectroradiometer) launched on b!{!Ωǎ 
Terra Earth Observing System (EOS) 
satellite in December 1999, providing 
morning and night time high quality 
observations since 2000.  

MODIS launched again ƻƴ b!{!Ωǎ  Aqua 
EOS satellite in 2002. 

 

MODIS global products were developed 
by science teams to serve the needs of 
the broader user community. 

 

  

 

The MODIS sensor 



 
2012 MODIS Active Fire Detections  

 

 



üNOAA AVHRR First launched 
in 1978 to provide daily global 
coverage on clouds, snow and 
ice and surface temperature  

üAfter launch RS community 
realized it could be used to 
detect fires 

üNo one algorithm performed 
optimally over all biomes 

üEfforts to get data to users 
included direct broadcast 
stations 

Prior to MODIS 



Direct broadcast of NOAA AVHRR 

Etosha National Park, Namibia 

System provided by LARST - Local applications of Remote Sensing Technology with funds from the UK ODA  
(now Department for International Development (DfID).  



MODIS Global Browse 
landweb.nascom.nasa.gov 

May 5, 2014 

Daily Daytime Active Fire Detection over Daily Land Surface Reflectance (MYD14 over MYD09) 



Deer and wildfire, Montana Taken 6 August 2000 by John McColgan, USFS, via Wikimedia Commons. 



   MODIS Rapid 
Response 
 
 

Source:    
Sohlberg, R., J. Descloitres, et al. 
(2001). "MODIS Land Rapid 
Response: operational use of 
Terra data for USFS wildfire 
management." The Earth 
Observer 13(5): 8-10,14. 


