
Preparing You For Your 
Education Session: 
What Zoos Do 

Location: Activity Den (map ref. B6) 
Duration: 35-45 mins 

Using the Zoo to support this session 
The photocopiable worksheet on the reverse of this page encourages pupils to observe the animal 
enclosures in the Into Africa area. You could also:  
 

 Visit Rainforest Life (map ref. E2).  Observe the rainforest area for 5 minutes and consider all 
the ways this exhibit meets the needs of the animals that live there.  Consider space, light, 
heat, food and enrichment (things to do). 

 
 Visit Gorilla Kingdom (map ref. F4).  Consider how the enclosure has been designed to 

provide a suitable environment for gorillas.  How many gorillas are in this enclosure?  Could it 
accommodate more? 

 
 Visit the Penguin Beach area (map ref. B4).  What makes this enclosure good for visitors as 

well as animals?  What might a visitor learn about here? 
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Session content 
This sessions aims to help pupils understand what can 
they see around them at the zoo.  Pupils will consider their 
own opinions about zoos, and discover the role zoos play 
in the conservation of endangered species. 
We will explore what makes a good enclosure for a zoo 
animal, and pupils will design their own in groups. 

Suggested classroom activity (for before or after your visit) 
Chose a species of animal and design a zoo enclosure for it. Think about how much space it 
needs, what sort of food it would eat and how many individuals would live together. How could 
you make sure the visitors also had a good experience? 

During the session pupils 
will: 

 Sit, listen and answer 
questions. 

 Take part in discussions. 
 Work in small groups. 
 Meet a live animal (where 

possible). 

Curriculum links 
KS3 English 
Students should take different views into account and modify their own views in the light of what 
others say.  
KS3&4 Citizenship 
Students should engage with and reflect on different ideas and opinions when exploring issues. 
KS3&4 Geography & Science 
Protecting the environment and conservation. 

Please note: Teachers and other adults are responsible for accompanying the pupils during the sessions and for 
their behaviour and conduct throughout their visit. Regrettably, if a reasonable standard of behaviour is not met the 
Education Officer will terminate the session. 



Find and name 3 different types of barrier that 
separate the animals from the visitors.  Say 
which animal enclosure has each type of barrier. 
 
Barrier   Enclosure name 
 
 

   
 
 

   
  
 

   
 

Animals sit or stand on different types of substrate (what covers 
the ground).  Find 3 different types of substrate and say which 
animal enclosure has this type.  
 
  Substrate   Enclosure name 
 
 

   
  
 

   
  
 

   
 
 

Look out for signs that the animals are eating or being fed. 
Make a list of all the places that you can see food provided for the animals.  
 

    
   

    
   

   

How have the animals been grouped?  How many animals 
can you see in each of the enclosures?   
 
Enclosure 1: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Enclosure 2: 
 

Pace out the length of the hunting 
dog enclosure.  How many paces 
is it?  Estimate the depth of the 
paddock. 
 
 
Length in paces: 
 
 
 
 
Estimated depth in paces: 
 
 
 

Look for ways in which the Zoo helps the animals to shelter from the 
British weather.  Draw a sketch of any types of shelter that you can see 
in the enclosures. 
 
 

Zoo life 
 

Look at the animal enclosures in the 

Into Africa area.  (map ref. H2) 
 
Observe the barriers, substrate, feeding 
areas, social groupings and size of the 
enclosures.  Now try and fill in these 
boxes. 

2013/2014              www.zsl.org/education 


