
 

 

Preparing You For Your 
Education Session: 

Hands On 
Location: Education Centre (map ref. I1) 
Duration: 35-45 mins 

Using the Zoo to support this session 
The photocopiable worksheet on the reverse of this page encourages observation of different 
animals. 
 
Rainforest Life (map ref. F2) is an exciting mixed exhibit which includes mammals, birds, reptiles, 
amphibians, fish and invertebrates all under one roof – don’t miss out the nocturnal animals in the 
Nightlife area down below! 
 
You may wish to visit some of these other hairy, scaly and feathery animals at the Zoo: 
 

www.zsl.org/education 

Session content 
Pupils learn about mammals, reptiles and birds by 
investigating a selection of animal hair, scales and 
feathers. 
 
They are encouraged to use words to describe the 
textures, colours and patterns of these animal coverings 
throughout the session, and to work out which group 
each animal belongs to. 

Suggested classroom activity (for before or after your visit) 
Children pick a hairy, scaly or feathery animal and create a painting or collage, paying particular 
attention to the texture of the skin or hair, patterns and colours. 

Animal Location in Zoo (map ref.) 
Mammals   

Gorillas Gorilla Kingdom (F4) 

Lions Big Cats (D7) 

African mammals Into Africa (H2) 

Reptiles   

Snakes, lizards, tortoises etc. Reptile House (G4) 

Komodo dragon next to Reptile House (G5) 

Giant tortoises next to Reptile House (G5) 

Birds   

Flamingos and pelicans Bird pond (C5) 

Tropical birds Blackburn Pavilion (D7) 

Parrots Macaw aviary (B5) 

During the session 
children will: 
 Sit, listen and answer questions 

in a classroom setting 
 Work in small groups with an 

adult 
 Look at and feel real biofacts 
 Share their findings with the 

Education Officer 

Curriculum links 
KS1 Science 
Children should be taught to group living things according to observable similarities and 
differences  
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Zoo Challenge  
Foundation 1 / 2, Year 1 / 2 

I drew a picture of 

 Rhyme Time 
Which Zoo animals are these rhymes about? Draw a line between the 
animal and the rhyme. 
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I eat leaves from the 
top of the tree 
I’m the tallest animal 
you will see! 

The King of the Jungle 
is my  name, 
You’ll know me by my 
golden mane 

I eat fish and I’m 

black and white, 

I use my wings 

but not for flight. 

My feathers are a 
brilliant pink, 
I stand on one leg as 
I watch and think. 

Some people think I’m 
very slow, 
But I carry my house 
wherever I go! 

Can you find two patterned animals? 
Draw them in the boxes below 

 


