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 Visual Story

This easy read guide was produced by ZSL with support from  
The National Autistic Society (www.autism.org.uk).



You will be coming to ZSL London Zoo for the day.
ZSL stands for the Zoological Society of London.

You may have to wait in a queue outside with other people before going in.

You may have to wait with your family or with your teacher and other people 
from your school.

There maybe people who you don’t know who are also waiting.
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London Zoo is a place where animals live.

There are animals from all over the world who live at London Zoo.

Tigers from Sumatra,
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gorillas from Africa,
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lions from India, although  
lions can also come from Africa,
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and penguins from South America.
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Some of the animals  
will be big, like these  
Giraffes from Africa.
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Others will be very small,  
like this ant carrying a leaf.

Ants live all over the world.



Some of the animal exhibits are inside and are very warm.
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Other animal exhibits are outside. 

There might be some unusual smells as you walk around because 
animals smell very different from humans. Sometimes the animals 
make noises.



You can look at the animals but you must not touch them, 
unless a zoo keeper says you can.

The people who work at London Zoo are very friendly and  
you can ask them questions about the animals or for help  
if you need it.

They wear green T-shirts with ZSL London Zoo written on them.
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You can watch a show if you want to. 

The keeper uses a microphone so that everyone can hear.

The animals may come close to you but they will not touch you.
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During the day you will walk around the zoo and see lots of animals. 

Here is a map of the zoo with pictures of some of the animals  
you will see and where you can find them.

You will be given a map of the zoo when you arrive so you can  
find your way about.
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There are lots of places where you can buy food if you are hungry. 
Or you can bring your own food and have a picnic.

Sit by a tree on one of the lawns, explore the woodland walk or 
walk around the wildlife garden.

Places to eat at   
  ZSL London Zoo

London Zoo can get busy but there are lots of places where you can 
go for some quiet time.



After you have seen the animals the Zoo will close at the end of the 
day. As you are leaving to go home you can say goodbye to the 
animals and to the Zoo staff. 

After your day at the Zoo you can tell your friends and family about 
all the animals you saw.
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Everyone at ZSL London Zoo is  
looking forward to seeing you soon!


