
elephants

Spring 2017

AT home with the

Puzzles, facts, jokes, colouring in - plus, WIN animal goodies!



32

FAST FACTS
● The biggest elephant  
on record was 3.96  
metres tall  
(nearly as  
high as  
a double- 
decker bus.)

 ● Wild elephants spend most 
of their day (16 to 18 hours) 
feeding, or walking towards 
food and water.

● Female elephants live 
together in family groups with 
their young, with one leader. 
Male elephants often live 
alone, but sometimes team  
up with other males.elephantselephants

all  
About

Why did the 

elephant start 

a stampede? 

It wanted  

to be herd!

African elephant
LIVES: Grasslands, savannahs  
and deserts across Africa, south  
of the Sahara Desert, and forests  
in the Congo basin in western  
and central Africa

SIZE: I am the biggest land animal 
on the planet! I reach around  
3.3 metres tall on average

TUSKS: Both male and female 
African elephants can grow tusks 

TRUNK: I have two ‘fingers’ at the 
end of my trunk for grasping food

HEAD: I have large ears, that are 
shaped a bit like Africa, and one 
smooth dome at the top of my head 

DID YOU KNOW? 
 When the teeth at the 
back of an elephant’s 

mouth wear out, new ones 

grow to replace them. 
Elephants get through 

about six sets of teeth!

This issue of Wild About Explorers is all about elephants!  
Meet the asian elephant herd at ZSL Whipsnade Zoo and learn  
the secret ways they speak, what they eat and how smart they are

Asian elephantAsian elephant
LIVES: Pockets of grassland, 
scrubland and forest across Asia

SIZE: I am 2.5 to three metres  
tall (but a giraffe can reach up  
to six metres in height!)

TUSKS: Only male Asian 
elephants grow tusks –  
not females

TRUNK: I have one ‘finger’ at 
the end of my trunk for curling 
around food

HEAD: I have smaller, more 
rounded ears than African 
elephants, and two ‘humps’ on 
the top of my head

African elephant

TOP TRUNKS
An elephant’s trunk is an 
extra-long nose and lip.  
It is useful for grasping 
things, drinking, smelling, 
breathing and trumpeting. 
The trunk is strong enough 
to rip branches off trees,  
but gentle enough to pick  
up a blade of grass.

THE WHOLE TOOTH
An elephant’s tusks are actually really big teeth. Tusks 
are used for digging, or uprooting in search of food, in 
social displays to other elephants, and as a weapon. 

DID YOU KNOW? The elephant’s closest 

relatives in the animal world 
live in the water, not  

on the land! They are 
called manatees (right) 

and dugongs.

DID YOU 

KNOW? 

An elephant trunk can 

suck up to 14 litres at a 

time – that’s the same as 

60 glasses of water!

x10

4.38m
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DID YOU KNOW? 
It is true that elephants 
like eating peanuts! 

Our zookeepers hide 
peanuts for the  herd to find.

4

What’s as big 
as an elephant, 

but weighs nothing? 
An elephant’s 

shadow!

There are nine Asian elephants living at ZSL Whipsnade Zoo – two 

males and seven females. They have lots of space to explore  

and graze, tree trunks to scratch themselves on, and mud baths  

to cool down and protect their skin from the sun.

MEET THE HERD!

Emmett
(aged 25) is the only 
adult male, and dad 
to Elizabeth, Donna 

and Sam.

LOOK OUT FOR THESE ELEPHANTS IF YOU COME TO VISIT

KAYLEEEMMETT AZIZAH

DONNA

SAM

MYAKARISHMA

STOMPING GROUND   
Every day our elephants go for a walk around the Zoo, 
exploring all its sights, sounds and smells! 
Can you help the elephants find which route leads  
back to their barn?

ELEPHANT TALK
Elephants keep in touch in 
lots of ways – even when  
we don’t notice they are 
doing it! Can you learn to 
speak elephant?

Sound: Elephants make lots of 
sounds, from rumbles and snorts to 
roars and chirps. They make a loud 
trumpeting noise when they are 
alarmed or when they are playing 
together. Some elephant calls are too 
low for us to hear – but not too low 
for other elephants to listen to.      ■
Vibration: When an elephant 
rumbles, the sound travels through 
the ground. Other elephants can 
feel those signals through their feet 
– even up to 20 miles away!            ■
Touch: Elephants touch each 
other a lot with their trunks, ears, 
tusks, tails and feet. They may rub 
trunks or ears, or twine their trunks 
together, if they are feeling friendly 
or playful. They sometimes use their 
tails to swat each other away. Baby 
elephants rub against their mothers 
to show they are hungry.                 ■
Sight: Elephants use their bodies 
to signal to each other. For example, 
trunks can be used to wave hello, 
or an elephant that wants to look in 
charge will spread its ears and raise 
its head up to look bigger.               ■
Scent: Elephants have a good 
sense of smell. They often sniff  
the air, or use their trunks to check 
the ground, to find out what is 
going on, and smell the scents of 
other elephants.                                    ■

Tick the boxes above if you notice 
our elephants signalling to each 
other in these ways. 
How many did you spot 
elephants making? 

MEMORY MASTERS 
Elephants are very clever. They remember old friends by sight and smell – 
even if they have not seen each other for years. They also remember the way 
to food and water in the wild, sometimes walking long distances to get there.

Donna  
(aged seven) is the brains 
of the bunch. She’s been 

spotted standing on 
rocks to get to food that 

is out of her reach.

ELIZABETH

LUCHA

Elizabeth  
(nine months) is 

the lively baby of 
the herd. She will 
be one year old  

in June.

Sam  
(aged two) is 

Elizabeth’s big 
brother – he  
is boisterous  

and confident.

Karishma  
(aged 18) is 

Elizabeth’s mum. 
She is very good at 

painting, holding the 
brush in her trunk!

Mya  
(aged 35) is the oldest 

elephant. She is the group’s 
leader, and always keeps an 
eye on the other elephants 
to make sure they are safe.

MEET THE HERD!
See how many elephants you can count  
on your next visit to ZSL Whipsnade Zoo... 
What were they doing  
when you saw them? 

TOTAL

Look aT  
these two 

pictures of an 
asian elephant. 
Can you spot 

five differences 
between  
theM?

Answers to Memory Masters: missing rider; different-coloured fan; missing tusk; flower missing on trunk; different colour at tip of trunk; different-coloured flower on front              leg; different colour at centre of flowers on other legs; different-coloured posts on saddle chair 
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Thanks to all those who 
sent in their dinosaur 
and tiger colouring 
entries. Congratulations 
to Harry Riches  
(aged 10) from Hemel 
Hempstead and Annie 
Constable (aged seven) 
from St Albans for their 
winning entries.

Once you’ve coloured in 
your picture, do send it to 
us. The best entry will win 
some animal treats from the 

ZSL gift shop. Post entries to us at Wild 
About, ZSL London Zoo, Regent’s Park, 
London NW1 4RY, or email a snap of it to 
wildabout@zsl.org, with your name, age 
and address. Be sure to send it by 30 July 
2017 to be in with a chance of winning.
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ELEPHANT EATS
Elephants need to eat a LOT of vegetation every day. 
The elephants at the Zoo are very good at finding 
food we have hidden for them! Can you find the 
names of some of their favourite foods in the grid?

What’s an 

elephant’s 

favourite 

sport? 

Squash!

How much do you know about elephants?  
Answer ‘true’ or ‘false’ to our quiz – then check  

the answers to find out how you’ve done.

1.  Elephants can’t swim. ■ True   ■ False 

2.  An elephant flaps its ears to keep warm. ■ True   ■ False 

3.  Elephants cry when they are sad.  ■ True   ■ False 

4.  Elephants can’t jump.  ■ True   ■ False 

5.  Just as people can be right- or left-handed, 

elephants can be right- or left-tusked. ■ True   ■ False 

6.  Some seeds only grow after they have been 

eaten by an elephant and left in its poo! ■ True   ■ False 

WIN! 

ANNIE’S 
TIGERS

HARRY’S 
DINOSAUR

JUMBO JUMBLE
Can you unscramble these letters  
to find the name of a prehistoric  

relative of today’s elephants?

YOLLOW  
MATHMOM

GRASSES
ROOTS
BARK

FRUIT
BUSHES
TWIGS

LEAVES
HAY
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PENS OR PENCILS AT THE READY TO COLOUR IN THIS ELEPHANT PICTURE…

DID  
YOU KNOW?

Unlike humans, elephants 

prefer to sleep on a slope – 

look out for the sand piles 

in their barn for them 

to snooze on


