
 

 

Preparing for your Education Session: 

Classifying Minibeasts 
Location: Schools’ Education Centre 
Duration: 45 minutes 

Using the Zoo to support this session 
The worksheet on the reverse of this page encourages observation of different types of animals. 
Various invertebrates can be found in B.U.G.S!, the Aquarium, the Rainforest Life and Butterfly Paradise. 
The table below will help you find your way around the invertebrates in the Zoo: 

www.zsl.org/education 

Session content 
In this session we introduce classification through the fascinating world of invertebrates.  Using 
costumes we look at the body features of a selection of invertebrates and use a key to identify them 
and find out which group they belong to.   
 
In teams, the pupils then sort pictures and real invertebrate specimens into groups using a key. They 
will also have the opportunity to meet and learn about some live invertebrate animals. 

Suggested classroom activity (for before or after your visit) 
Encourage pupils to look carefully at an animal’s features by choosing a London Zoo creature to draw 
and label. Then use the drawings to play a game of 20 questions, where the children ask questions about 
the features of an animal in order to identify it. Pupils must only be allowed to ask questions that can be 
answered with yes or no, such as ‘Does it have wings?’ 

During the session 
pupils will: 
 Sit, listen and 

answer questions in 
a classroom setting 

 Identify giant 
invertebrate 
costumes 

 Work in groups to 
sort invertebrates 
using a key 

 Meet and study live 
invertebrates 

 

Curriculum links 
Year 4 programme of study (2014) - Living things & their habitats 
Recognise that living things can be grouped in a variety of ways 
Explore and use classification keys to help group, identify and name a variety of 
living things in their local and wider environment 
 
Year 6 programme of study (2014) - Living things & their habitats 
Describe how living things are classified into broad groups according to 
common observable characteristics and based on similarities and differences, 
including micro-organisms, plants and animals 
Give reasons for classifying plants and animals based on specific characteristics 

2015 

Animal Animal group Location (map ref.) 

Butterflies and moths Insect Butterfly paradise  

Red-kneed spider Arachnid B.U.G.S!  

Leaf-cutter ants Insect B.U.G.S!  

Apple snails Mollusc Rainforest Life  

Sea anemone and coral Cnideria Aquarium  



 

 

Okapi 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Komodo dragons are carnivores and predators that 
hunt their prey. 
 
What part of its body does the Komodo use to kill its 
prey?  
(circle your answer/s below) 
 

Tail  Teeth and mouth  Eyes  
 
 

 
 
 
Name 2 animals that the Komodo dragon likes to eat 
in the wild… 

 
1) 
2) 

 

Zoo Challenge  

Where does the Okapi come from? 

Find another animal with patterns for camouflage 
and draw it below. 

This animal is a  
 
It comes from 

Back    Claws 

Years 3 & 4              www.zsl.org/education 

Did you know? 

 

Baby komodo dragons can be 

eaten by the grown ups! 

 

They stay up in the trees where 

they are camouflaged—and safe! 

 

Snakes swallow their prey whole. Some snakes 
use venom to poison their prey, some are called 
constrictors and squeeze their prey to death. 
 
Draw a snake below and find out whether it is 
venomous or a constrictor. 

Did you know?  
Snakes can dislocate their jaws so 

they can eat prey that are very big. 
 

They get so full they might not 

need to eat for months! 

Reptile House Komodo dragons 

Into Africa  
Some animals have patterns which help them to camouflage. Find the Okapi and draw  its pattern on the 
picture below: 



 

 

Zoo Challenge  

Rainforest Life  

Find an animal that lives in the trees.  
Sketch it below: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
This animal is a  
 

Write down two features of your animal  
(e.g. Long tail) 
 

1. 
2. 
 

 

 
 
How do these features help it to survive in the 
rainforest? 
 
 
 

 Gorillas Kingdom 

Watch the gorillas. What can you see them doing? 
 

 

Write two things that ZSL is doing to protect  these 
gorillas in the wild: 
 
1.  
 

 
 
 

 

2.  

The gorillas at London Zoo are Western Lowland 
gorillas. This type of gorilla is critically endangered 
due to hunting and the destruction of its rainforest 
habitat. 

     
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

B.U.G.S.  

Name of animal: 
 
Habitat: 

Find an endangered animal in 
B.U.G.S. Draw it here 

 
 

Is your animal classified as:   
 

VULNERABLE   CRITICALLY ENDANGRED 
 

 ENDANGERED  EXTINCT IN THE WILD 
(Circle one) 

 

Why is this species threatened? 
 
 
 
 

 

Did you know? 

 

Many animals are at risk of 

becoming extinct because humans 

are destroying their habitats. 

Years 5 & 6              www.zsl.org/education 


