
Location: Rainforest Life (map ref. E2) 
Duration: 45-55 mins 

Using the Zoo to support this session 
The photocopiable worksheet on the reverse of this page encourages pupils to observe adaptations in the 
zoo animals. 
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Session content 
Students will be met by an Education Officer in the foyer of 
Rainforest Life and led through this immersive exhibit to the 
Discovery Zone classroom. Here they will consider what an 
adaptation is and why animals have them. 
 
Students will investigate real animal skins and artefacts, and 
observe a live animal to explore the range of adaptations in the 
animal kingdom and introduce the idea of evolution by natural 

Suggested classroom activity (for before or after your visit) 
Choose one species of animal and list its adaptations for finding food, finding a mate, moving, avoiding 
predation and for surviving in its particular environment. Choose one feature and think about how it 
could have evolved by natural selection. 

During the session pupils 
will: 
 Sit, listen and answer questions 
 Share their ideas with the class 
 Investigate artefacts in small 

groups 
 Meet a live animal where 

possible 
 

Curriculum links 
KS3 Science 
Students will learn that all living things show variation, can be classified and are interdependent, 
interacting with each other and their environment. 

Animal Adaptation Location (map ref.) 

Bats Echolocation used to find food in the 
dark 

 Night Life (E2) 

Peacocks Tail feathers used by male in display  Snowdon Aviary (H2) 

Hunting dogs Adaptations for hunting, including for-
ward-facing eyes 

 Into Africa (H2) 

Okapi Long tongue for feeding, side-facing 
eyes to spot predators 

 Into Africa (I3) 

Amphibians and  
reptiles 

Some are camouflaged, others show 
warning colours and patterns 

Reptile House (F4) 

Please note: Teachers and other adults are responsible for accompanying the pupils during the sessions and for their behav-
iour and conduct throughout their visit. Regrettably, if a reasonable standard of behaviour is not met the Education Officer 
will terminate the session. 

Preparing You For Your Education Session: 
Adaptations 



An adaptation that helps the animal to climb. 
 
Animal: 
Adaptation: 

An adaptation that helps the animal to protect itself from 
predators. 
 
Animal: 
Adaptation: 
 

An adaptation that helps the animal to hide. 
 
Animal: 
Adaptation: 
 
 

An adaptation that helps the animal to catch its food. 
 
Animal: 
Adaptation: 
 

An adaptation that helps the animal to eat its 
food. 
 
Animal: 
Adaptation: 
 

Survival Skills! 
 

Visit Rainforest Life and Night Life in the Clore 

Rainforest Lookout (map ref. E2) 
 
Animals are adapted to survive in their own habitats.  
Try and find animals that have the adaptations listed 
in these boxes. 
 
Write the name of the animal, then draw a sketch or 

An adaptation that helps the animal to communicate with other animals in its group. 
 
Animal: 
Adaptation: 
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