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Here be dragons 
New Komodo dragon arrives at ZSL London Zoo 

 

Razor-edged teeth, long sharp claws, scaly skin and a huge muscular tail make ZSL London Zoo’s newest 

arrival an enthralling sight to behold.  

 

Ganas, a seven-year-old male Komodo dragon (Varanus komodoensis) has moved to the UK from 

Randers Zoo in Denmark to take up residence at ZSL London Zoo’s ‘Land of the Giants’ exhibit.  

 

Native to Indonesia’s Lesser Sunda Islands, and named after the island of ‘Komodo’, the dragons, which 

are the largest and heaviest lizards in the world, have survived on Earth for millions of years but are now 

classified as ‘Endangered’ due to competition with humans for their habitat.   

 

Able to eat up to 80 percent of their body weight in one feed, Komodo dragons will target a variety of 

animals, from pigs to huge water buffalo, and rely on camouflage to patiently wait for the perfect 

moment to ambush their prey.  

 

Zookeepers at ZSL London Zoo will replicate the wild eating patterns of a Komodo dragon when it comes 

to feeding Ganas, hiding food around his enclosure, and encouraging him to use his keen sense of smell 

to sniff it out.  

 

With a name meaning ‘fierce’ in Bahasa Indonesian, Ganas’ keepers are getting to know the personality 

of the giant monitor lizard, and they have already seen a positive response to his new training sessions. 

 

Deputy team leader of ZSL’s herpetology team Iri Gill said: “Ganas is a really exciting new arrival here at 

ZSL London Zoo and we’re really enjoying getting to know his character. 

 

“He’s really eager to get going when it’s time for his training and enrichment here at the Zoo, which 

involves rewarding him with his favourite snacks when he responds to a target – we use a coloured ball 

on the end of a stick.  

 

“This means that if we ever need to move Ganas to a different area of his enclosure, weigh him, or give 

him a health-check, he will happily walk to where he needs to be or get on to the scales himself as he 

knows there’s a treat waiting for him at the end.”  

 

Already more than five and a half feet (1.75metres) long, and weighing 29kg, Ganas could eventually 

grow to ten feet long and weigh more than 136kg (300lbs).  

 

Visitors to ZSL London Zoo can see Ganas the dragon at ‘Land of the Giants’, which is also home to giant 

Galapagos tortoises and Professor Wu, the Chinese giant salamander. Find out more now at www.zsl.org  
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Komodo Dragons 

Komodo dragons are the largest form of monitor lizard, making them the largest lizard on Earth, having 

existed for millions of years. It is estimated that the number of Komodo dragons in the wild is 

somewhere between 3,000 to 5,000 individuals, but human encroachment on their habitats, poaching 

and in some cases natural disasters, has led to a decline in their numbers. They are classified as 

endangered. As the dominant predators on the Lesser Sunda Islands in Indonesia, Komodo dragons will 

eat almost anything, including deer, pigs, smaller dragons, and even large water buffalo and occasionally 

humans. Komodo dragons are patient hunters, and camouflage themselves to stalk their prey.  They use 

their powerful legs, sharp claws and serrated teeth to capture their prey. With toxic bacteria in their 

saliva, any prey that isn’t immediately killed will soon become frail with infection, allowing the dragon to 

use its sense of smell to track down the weakened animal.  

 

Use of ZSL Images and Video  

Photographs, video or graphics distributed by the Zoological Society of London (ZSL) to support this 

media release may only be used for editorial reporting purposes for the contemporaneous illustration of 

events, things or the persons in the image or facts mentioned in the media release or image caption. 

Reuse of the picture or video requires further permission from the ZSL press office. 

 

Zoological Society of London (ZSL)  

Founded in 1826, the Zoological Society of London (ZSL) is an international scientific, conservation and 

educational charity whose mission is to promote and achieve the worldwide conservation of animals 

and their habitats. Our mission is realised through our ground-breaking science, our active conservation 

projects in more than 50 countries and our two Zoos, ZSL London Zoo and ZSL Whipsnade Zoo. For more 

information visit www.zsl.org 

 

IUCN Red List 

The IUCN Global Species Programme working with the IUCN Species Survival Commission (SSC) has been 

assessing the conservation status of species, subspecies, varieties, and even selected subpopulations on 

a global scale for the past 50 years in order to highlight taxa threatened with extinction, and thereby 

promote their conservation. Although today we are operating in a very different political, economic, 

social and ecological world from that when the first IUCN Red Data Book was produced, the IUCN Global 

Species Programme, working with the Species Survival Commission and many partners, remains firmly 

committed to providing the world with the most objective, scientifically-based information on the 

current status of globally threatened biodiversity. The plants, fungi and animals assessed for The IUCN 

Red List are the bearers of genetic diversity and the building blocks of ecosystems, and information on 

their conservation status and distribution provides the foundation for making informed decisions about 

conserving biodiversity from local to global levels. 

http://www.iucnredlist.org/about/introduction  

 


