
Are economic growth and biodiversity 
conservation compatible? 

 

10 March 2015, 6pm-7.45pm 
Huxley Lecture Theatre, ZSL London Zoo 
 
Economic growth has undoubtedly improved human livelihoods yet has equally convincingly 
had negative effects on the environment.  How will the world cope with the ever-increasing 
resource demands of developing countries?  Do nations flow standard economic trajectories 
from agrarian to post-industrial societies, with each stage having predictable impacts on 
biodiversity?  The environmental Kuznets curve describes the relationship between indicators 
of environmental degradation and income per capita.  In the early stages of economic growth 
degradation increases, but after some threshold of development is achieved, environmental 
improvement is possible.  However, recognition of planetary boundaries, such as 350 parts per 
million of carbon dioxide, suggests that domestic levels of pollutants are no longer relevant as 
pollutants merge intentionally to exceed Earth’s buffering capacities.  This debate will bridge 
developmental and ecological economics with political and environmental science to explore 
how humanity can manage economic growth and biodiversity conservation. 
 

Panellists:   
Mustafa Zaidi, Clarmond; Emma Duncan, the Economist and Jonathan Baillie, ZSL 
 

This event is free and open to all.  Advance booking is not necessary.  Further details can be found at 
www.zsl.org/science/whats-on 
 
ZSL 3-Course Dinner with the Speakers: To book for the 3-course dinner please complete and 
return this slip, together with your payment of £35 per person by 3 March 2015 to:  
Jennifer Howes, Scientific Events Coordinator, ZSL, Regent’s Park, London NW1 4RY 

 

ZSL Science and Conservation Debate 

http://www.zsl.org/science/whats-on


 
Are economic growth and biodiversity  
conservation compatible? 

 
10 March 2015 at 6.00pm in the Meeting Rooms, Zoological Society of London, Regent’s Park, 
London NW1 4RY. For more information, please contact Jennifer Howes 
Tel: +44 (0)20 7449 6227 Fax: +44 (0)20 7449 6411  
Email jennifer.howes@zsl.org 
 
A dinner will follow this Science and Conservation Event and everyone is welcome. Dinner places cost 
£35 per person (including two glasses of wine).  Reservations must be made before 5pm on Tuesday 
3 March. 
 

 

ZSL 3-Course Dinner with the Speakers 
 

To book places at the 3-course dinner please complete and return this slip, together with your payment 
of £35 per person by 3 March, to Jennifer Howes (Address: Jennifer Howes, Scientific Events, ZSL 
London Zoo, Regent’s Park, London NW1 4RY, UK; Tel: +44 (0)20 7449 6227 
 

Please print clearly the names of those attending dinner on 10 March and please indicate 
any special dietary requirements, including vegetarian: 
 

 
 

 

Contact email address or 
telephone number:  

 

 
 
Cheque 

I enclose a cheque payable to the Zoological Society of London for £  
 
MasterCard or Visa (please complete all sections below) 

Please debit my MasterCard/Visa (delete as appropriate) Amount
 £ 

 

 

Card Number        
 

Expiry Date               /          Card security code 
 (last three digits printed on or 

just beneath card signature 
strip) 

 

Name on Card  
 
 

Signature of Card Holder  
 

 

Card billing address  
 
 

We will acknowledge all dinner bookings received. 
 
 

Food is ordered in advance for exact numbers; we regret that cancellations received on or after  
3 March cannot be refunded.  
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