
 
 

 

Science 

National Curriculum links – Key stage 2 

 Working Scientifically 

 Animals, including humans 

 Living things and their habitats 

Intended learning outcomes: 

 Students can identify some of the needs of animals that live in the zoo 

 Students can describe some basic biology of some of our animals at the zoo  

 

Activity 1 

What type of food do you think our tigers at ZSL Whipsnade Zoo like to eat?  Choose one the 

following and explain why you choose it.  

 

 

 

 

 

I choose the _____________________ because ….. 

 

Describe how the following body parts are adapted to the tiger’s diet:  

 

Tigers body parts How it helps 

Teeth  
 

Claws  
 

Nose  
 

 

 



 
 

Activity 2 

ZSL scientists do a lot of research about our animals that we have here in the zoo; where they 

are found in the wild, what they like to eat and how they spend their days. ZSL scientists work 

out in the wild making sure that the animals are protected there as well as caring for them in 

the zoo.  

Divide up into five groups and research an animal each. Find out where it lives in the wild, what 

their favourite food is, how they like to spend their days and what type of habitat they live in.  

 

More information can be found at http://www.zsl.org/conservation/habitats and 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/nature/animals  

 

Activity 3 

Looking after deadly animals is not easy. The zookeepers at ZSL Whipsnade Zoo look after all 

sorts of deadly animals including Chimpanzees, Tigers, Lions, Bears and Reticulated Pythons. All 

of the animals require different homes to live in.  

Imagine you are designing a new enclosure for each of our animals. What would you have to 

include in the enclosure? Think about temperature, lighting, water, floor covering, plants and 

barriers for safety.  

Animal  Temperature 
(Inside/outside?) 

Lighting Water 
availability 

Floor covering Barriers Plants 

Amur Tiger Heat lamp 
inside – 30°C 
 

Lights on 
during the 
day inside 
if necessary 

Pond 
 
Drinking 
water inside 

Grass  
 
Things to climb 
(trees, rocks) 

High security – 
very 
dangerous 
animal 

Bushes to 
hide 
 
 

 
Lions 
 

      

 
Reticulated 
python 

      

 

 

Extension Activities 

 Present your findings and your enclosure designs to the class 

 Imagine that you are the animal seeing your new enclosure for the first time. Write a 

letter of “thank-you” to the designer and explain what you like about your new home. 

 

http://www.zsl.org/conservation/habitats
http://www.bbc.co.uk/nature/animals

