
 

 

 

 

Zoo Enclosures: Art and Design  

National Curriculum links: 

 to create sketch books to record their observations and use them to review and revisit ideas 
 to improve their mastery of art and design techniques, including drawing, painting 

and sculpture with a range of materials [for example, pencil, charcoal, paint, clay] 

Intended learning outcomes: 

 Students will create a table to use as a simple design brief  

 Students will make an aerial design based on their brief 

 Students will experiment with materials and artistic techniques to create a 3D 

model of their design 

 Students will create a poster displaying information about the conservation of 

their chosen animal 

Activity 1 

At ZSL Whipsnade Zoo a lot of planning goes into the design of a new enclosure. Zoo staff will 

meet and discuss the different requirements of an animal and research what the animal needs 

to live a happy and comfortable life at the zoo.  

An example below shows what requirements Zoo staff would look at for an Amur Tiger 

enclosure design: 

Animal Indoor/Outdoor 
ratio 

Material for 
outdoor area 

Plants Water Barriers 

Amur Tiger Sleeping den 
inside 
 
Large outdoor 
area with dens to 
hide 
 
1:4 ratio  

Grass  
 
Logs to climb 
 
Den to hide 
 

Shrubs for 
hiding 
 
Trees for 
scratching 
poles 

Small pond 
to bathe in 
outside 
 
Water to 
drink inside 
& outside 

High level 
security – 
very 
dangerous 
animal 

 

 

 

In groups, imagine that you are designing an enclosure for some of our other animals at the 

zoo – you could design an enclosure for Brown Bear, Grey Wolf, Lion, Reticulated Python or 

Common Hippopotamus.  

Complete a table like the one above, and draw an aerial design of your enclosure on 1cm x 

1cm graph paper. Make a scale for your drawing. 



 

 

 

Activity 2 

When working with architects, zoo staff like to see what the enclosure will look like to imagine 

it in the zoo.  

 

 

 

 

Activity 3 

ZSL scientists and zoo staff not only look after the animals in the zoo but they also work 

throughout the world (http://www.zsl.org/conservation/regions) ensuring the protection of 

the animals and their habitats in the wild. Many of the animals that we have here at ZSL 

Whipsnade Zoo are under threat in the wild. Threats such as poaching, illegal hunting for the 

pet trade and for bushmeat, habitat loss and disease are all very real for a lot of animals. Here 

at the zoo we make posters to let the public know about the animals (where they are from, 

what they like to eat), threats animals face in the wild and what the public can do to help 

protect these animals in the wild.  

 

 

 

 

 

Extension activities: 

 Make an exhibition of your designs to present to other classes at your school 

 Imagine that you are the animal seeing your new enclosure for the first time. Write a 

letter of “thank-you” to the designer and explain what you like about your new home. 

Make a 3D model using found materials of the enclosure that you have designed for your 

designated animal. 

 

 

Create a poster that could be displayed at your enclosure.  

In your poster you should have information about the animal, why this animals needs 

protection and what your school could do to help protect that animal in the wild.  

 

 

http://www.zsl.org/conservation/regions


 

  


