
Teachers’ guide to  
the Climate Week trail
 
Find the Climate Week signs around the Zoo 
to help you answer the questions. Look in 
the dayplanner to help you to find where the 
animals are.

It’s up to you how you use this trail, you can 
write down or discuss your answers, or find 
another way to express your thoughts. 
 
With conservation projects in more than 50 
countries around the world, the Zoological 
Society of London works hard to help 
protect the natural world. 

To find out more about ZSL’s conservation 
work visit zsl.org/conservation

Stop 1:
Find the Climate Week sign in the Aquarium near 
the corals. 
(zsl.org/conservation/regions/habitats/marine/index,220,ZI.html) 

1. What do you already know about corals? 
 – Student answers.

2. Ask a friend what they think a coral is.  
Share your thoughts together.  
Look at the panels in the exhibit to help you.  
 –  Student answers.

3. How could corals be damaged by warmer sea 
temperatures caused by climate change? 
 – Warmer sea temperatures caused by climate change 
weaken corals through bleaching and disease.

4. What are some other threats to corals that could affect 
their health? 
 – Destructive fishing practices, overfishing, pollution, 
careless tourism.

5. Because of these threats, how soon could corals be 
extinct? 
 – Because of rising sea temperatures and other impacts, 
coral reefs and many of the species that depend on 
them could be extinct in the next 50 years.

6. How could the extinction of corals affect other marine 
species? 
 – Coral reefs provide food and protection for more than a 
quarter of the world’s marine species—without them 
many other species would lose their habitat and food 
source.

7. How could their extinction impact on humans? 
 – Coral reefs support industries that provide jobs for 
people in fisheries and tourism in addition to providing 
resources (including food) for millions of people who 
live near them.  The reefs also act as natural buffers, 
protecting shorelines from waves and storms.

8. ZSL’s EDGE Coral Reefs Programme helps protect coral 
reefs.  What three strategies are they using to do this? 
(http://www.edgeofexistence.org/coral_reef/default.php) 

 � Train conservationists in countries where endangered 
species are found.

 � Raise awareness of unusual animals—from the bland-
looking to the bizarre.

 � Research lesser-known animals and the threats they 
face. 

9. What can you do to help save corals?  

 � When travelling overseas, don’t buy any souvenirs 
made of coral. 

 � Reduce your carbon footprint by reducing the amount 
of resources you use. Reduce, reuse and recycle.

 � Vote for politicians and decision-makers that make the 
environment a priority.

 � Purchase products from companies that make the 
environment a priority.

 � Support organisations that work to conserve the 
environment.

 



Stop 2: 
Find the Climate Week sign in the Reptile House 
near the poison dart frogs.
(www.zsl.org/zsl-london-zoo/news/suspendisse-potenti,10,NS.html)

1. Where do these frogs live in the wild? 
 – They are native to Central and South America.

2. What is their natural habitat like? 
 – Tropical rainforests, warm, humid, with a lot of rainfall.

3. What feature of frogs makes them particularly sensitive 
to pollution and temperature increases linked to climate 
change? How? 
 – Their skin. Amphibian skin is especially thin and moist 
which helps support their respiration (breathing). 
However, their skin is particularly vulnerable to changes 
in temperature and any chemicals or pollution in the 
environment as they can easily enter the animal’s body.

4. How is climate change a risk to these frogs’ forest 
habitats? 
 – Increases in temperature can affect rainfall in their 
forest habitat which could in turn result in a drier 
climate unsuitable for amphibians. Or possibly the area 
of suitable habitat for amphibians (wet) could shrink 
within the rainforests, restricting the areas where frogs 
can live.

5. How could changes in plant species in frog habitat affect 
species that use camouflage for defence? 
 – If the species of plants present in the environment 
changed because of environmental factors (such 
as rainfall), this could affect the effectiveness of 
camouflage as a strategy.

6. What work does ZSL do in the wild linked to these frogs? 
 – ZSL is involved in a large number of projects studying 
and counteracting amphibian diseases and the effects 
of invasive species, creating sustainable practices 
for farming and trade, looking into how species 
move around between habitats and where possible 
reintroducing healthy, captive-bred amphibians back 
into the wild.

7. How can you make a difference to amphibian 
conservation worldwide? 

 � Help to combat climate change by saving energy and 
water at home and cutting down your car journeys by 
walking, cycling or using public transport.

 � Support the conservation of amphibian habitat by 
only buying sustainably-sourced palm oil or tropical 
products.

 � Volunteer your time or expertise to local conservation 
groups or wildlife-monitoring initiatives.

 � Or even build a pond in your garden to encourage 
local amphibians to live alongside you!

Stop 3: 
Find the Climate Week sign by the Bactrian camels 
between Tiger Territory and Animal Adventure.
(zsl.org/conservation/regions/asia/mongolia/bactrian-camel,995,AR.html) 

1. Watch the camels closely. Can you see any adaptations 
that would be helpful for living in a desert environment? 
 
Including but not limited to:
 � Eyelashes—camels have long, thick eye lashes which 

help to keep sand out of their eyes.
 � Feet—their toes spread out when they walk to help 

them walk across the sand.
 � Hump—stores fat and water to help them survive in 

periods when there are less resources.
 � Nostrils—camels can close their nostrils fully to 

prevent sand going up their nose.
 � Thick woolly fur— allows them to remain warm in the 

–40 degrees Celsius temperatures overnight. 

2. Can you think of any other animals whose natural habitat 
is a desert? 
 
Including but not limited to:
 � Fennec foxes
 � Saharan antelope
 � Jerboas
 � Scimitar-horned oryx
 � Rattlesnakes 

3. How is climate change affecting the deserts where 
Bactrian camels live? 
 – Increases in temperatures are causing desert 
environments to expand and get drier.

4. What conservation work does ZSL do to help protect 
camels in Mongolia?  
 – ZSL works to conserve the Bactrian camel and 
its habitat through the EDGE Programme. The 
governments of China and Mongolia have agreed 
to cooperate in order to protect the species and its 
fragile desert ecosystem. Assisted by the Wild Camel 
Protection Foundation (WCPF), the two governments 
have adopted an ecosystem-based management 
programme which aims to protect the biodiversity 
of the Great Gobi Desert. Two reserves have been 
created – the ‘Great Gobi Reserve A’ in Mongolia in 
1982, and the Arjin Shan Lop Nur Nature Reserve in 
China in 2000. These reserves provide a safe habitat 
for a wide range of endangered desert animals and 
plants as well as the wild camels. The WCPF also 
aims to increase the population of the species through 
captive breeding. In 2003 it established a sanctuary in 
Zakhyn-Us, Mongolia, which has some of the last non-
hybridised herds of Bactrian camels. Initial breeding 
attempts have been successful, with several calves 
having been born since the programme’s inception.  
(http://www.edgeofexistence.org/mammals/species_info.php?id=8) 



Stop 5: 
Find the Climate Week sign in Rainforest Life. See 
if you can spot one of the sloths. 
(zsl.org/conservation/regions/habitats/forest/)

1. How does it feel in this enclosure?  
 – Warm and humid.

2. What does that tell you about the environment in a 
rainforest? 
 – There is a lot of water and it is closer to the equator so 
has a warmer climate.

3. Climate change could result in less rainfall in rainforests.  
How would less rain affect the environment and 
conditions of the rainforest initially?  
 – Less rainfall would mean less humidity and water 
in general, weather systems and affect the food 
production in these places.

4. If the lack of rainfall continued, how would it affect the 
species living there? 
 – There would be a change in species over time.  Those 
that need more water would either die or migrate 
away from the area.  Other species that could live in 
conditions with less water would take their place.

5. Find the climate change exhibit. How is the environment 
in South America predicted to change by the year 2100?
 – It is predicted that there would be much less rainforest, 
less grassland and a larger proportion of desert habitat.

6. What do these changes mean for the species found 
there?  
 – Species adapted for life in the rainforest could die off in 
certain areas as the environment changes or migrate 
to areas where there is still rainforest.  More desert 
species would be present as there would be more 
desert habitat suited to them.

7. What effect would changes in South American 
rainforests have on weather and food production 
elsewhere?  
 – Tropical rainforests play a role in generating weather 
elsewhere – including weather in other areas that is 
beneficial for food production (i.e. patterns of rainfall).  
If the rainforest disappeared, less food would be 
produced in areas reliant on these weather conditions.

Stop 4: 
Find the Climate Week sign near the honey bees in 
B.U.G.S! 

1. What do you already know about honey bees?  
 – Ask a friend and share your thoughts. Student 
answers.

2. What do honey bees need to collect from flowering 
plants? 
 – Nectar for food.

3. Climate change is likely to lead to warmer temperatures, 
which in turn will cause flowers to open early while 
honey bees are still hibernating. Why is this a problem?
 – If flowers open early while the bees are still 
hibernating, not only would the bees miss out on 
nectar, their precious food source, but also the flowers 
would not be pollinated.  

4. What would this mean for food production for humans?
 – This would have a huge impact on crops with a 
reduction in food production from crops and so less 
food for us to eat.

5. What can you do to help honey bees?
 � Plant your garden with bee-friendly plants.
 � Buy local honey.
 � Find space for a beehive in your garden.
 � Become a beekeeper!
 � Encourage local authorities to use bee-friendly plants 

in public spaces.


