
 

 

Preparing You For Your 
Education Session: 

Lifecycles 
Location: Activity Den (map ref. B6) 
Duration: 35-45 mins 

Using the Zoo to support this session 
The photocopiable worksheet on the reverse of this page encourages observation of different 
types of animals. 
 
To find out which animals have recently had babies at the time of your visit, ask at the information 
kiosk (map ref. G3) situated near the main entrance. This session can also be enhanced by a visit 
to Butterfly Paradise (map ref. C5). 
 
The table below will help you find your way around animals that may have young at the Zoo: 
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Session content 
Pupils will explore the lifecycles of a variety of animals. 
Activities include using costumes and role play to create 
a butterfly lifecycle, as well as an opportunity to touch 
skins and artefacts from real animals and build lifecycles 
for these species. 
 
Many of the biofacts used are on loan from H.M. 
Customs and Excise.  

Suggested classroom activity (for before or after your visit) 
Match pictures of baby Zoo animals to the corresponding pictures of adult Zoo animals. Do they 
look the same or different when they grow up? Do they hatch from eggs or are they born live? 
Look on the ZSL website for pictures, and information about which animals we have at the Zoo. 

During the session pupils 
will: 
 Sit, listen and answer questions 

in a classroom setting 
 Take an active role in a butterfly 

lifecycle 
 Build their own animal  

lifecycles in small groups 
 Investigate real animal biofacts 

Curriculum links 
KS1 Science 
Children should be taught that humans and other animals can produce offspring and that these 
offspring grow into adults. 
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Animal Location (map ref.) 

Lions  Big cats (D7) 

Tamarins (small monkeys)  Clore Rainforest Lookout (E2) 

Okapi  Into Africa (I2) 

Butterflies/Moths  Butterfly Paradise (C5) 

Meerkats  Meerkat enclosure (D2) 

Snakes, lizards, tortoises and amphibians  Reptile house (G4) 



 

 

Zoo Challenge  
Foundation 1 / 2, Year 1 / 2 

Can you find a baby animal? 
(Look out for blue and yellow signs, or ask a member of staff) 

Draw the baby and its mummy or daddy below 
 
 

 

baby adult 

I drew a picture of 

 Rhyme Time 
Which Zoo animals are these rhymes about? Draw a line between the 
animal and the rhyme. 
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I eat leaves from the 
top of the tree 
I’m the tallest animal 
you will see! 

The King of the Jungle 
is my  name, 
You’ll know me by my 
golden mane 

I eat fish and I’m 

black and white, 

I use my wings 

but not for flight. 

My feathers are a 
brilliant pink, 
I stand on one leg as 
I watch and think. 

Some people think I’m 
very slow, 
But I carry my house 
wherever I go! 


