
THUG

OUR
PYGMY HIPPOS 
NEED YOUR HELP!
This fantastic pygmy hippo 
fundraising pack will help you have 
a fun time while raising really vital 
funds to keep our pygmy hippos 
warm.

Why are we fundraising for pygmy 
hippos?
Thug and Nicky, the pygmy hippos at ZSL London Zoo will 
be moving to an exciting new enclosure in Easter 2014. 

Pygmy hippos like to wallow in water, especially warm 
water. The ZSL team will be installing solar panels to keep 
the pygmy hippo pond a nice temperature to ensure that 
these fantastic animals have the best habitat to help keep 
them warm all year round.

We are asking schools to help us fundraise towards this 
fantastic new enclosure.  To do this, we need to raise 
£30,000 by Easter 2014.  Your staff and students may 
already have an idea of what they would like to organise. 
For some inspiration take a look at our ‘fundraising 
hints, tips and guidelines’ page for lots of fun activities 
to choose from. From a Pygmy Hippo Lunch to quizzes 
and drawing competitions, we hope that you will find an 
activity in support of our pygmy hippos.

How will ZSL say thanks to schools 
involved?

 � All schools that fundraise for us will receive a 
personalised letter of thanks from the pygmy hippo 
keeper.

 � For donations over £100 we will also send you an 
official certificate. 

 � If you manage to raise £500, we will be giving 
away a special class adoption package for Thug.

We want to make fundraising as exciting as possible 
for you. This pack includes:

 � information about ZSL and the work we do
 � top pygmy hippo facts
 � fundraising ideas, tips and guidelines
 � resources such as stickers, posters and 

sponsorship forms
 � handy lesson plans
 � National Curriculum links

We hope that this pack contains everything you need, but 
if there is anything else that you would like, please let us 
know. We would love to hear how your fundraising goes 
so please keep in touch. For further information about 
the work that we do or if you would simply like to share 
ideas, please email fundraisingevents@zsl.org, or visit our 
website www.zsl.org. 

Good luck and thank you for 
supporting our pygmy hippos!

ZSL London Zoo
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NICKY



CONTENTS
of this pack

Pygmy hippos are herbivorous. They spend six hours each night eating 

plants and fruit that have fallen to the forest floor!
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ABOUT ZSL
What does ZSL do?
The Zoological Society of London (ZSL) undertakes a 
wide range of work beyond its two fantastic zoos in 
London and Whipsnade. It is important to us that the 
full extent of our work is understood so the public can 
recognise our vision and mission to protect the natural 
world.  

From our amazing conservation projects worldwide, 
to our world class scientific research, ZSL ensures 
the protection and future of endangered species. 
Unfortunately animals of all different species are losing 
their homes every day, and more and more are becoming 
extinct; however we hope within the next few years to 
decrease the number of endangered species and protect 
their environment.  

Where does ZSL Work?
From the national parks in Kenya to the forests of 
Bangladesh, ZSL really does work everywhere!  Many 
people don’t know it, but we have conservation 
projects running in 50 different countries across all 
seven continents! 

Along with focusing on our international projects, we
have the much-loved ZSL London Zoo and  

ZSL Whipsnade Zoo right here in the UK where already 
high standards of care are improved and research into 
breeding is pushed forward. We continue to lead the way 
in animal care.

ZSL Early Beginnings
ZSL opened in 1826. Throughout this time ZSL has been 
dedicated to worldwide conservation of animals and 
their habitats. ZSL London Zoo houses have grown over 
the years to have a wonderful range of reptiles, fish, 
invertebrates, birds and mammals. With over 650 species 
at ZSL London Zoo, 112 are listed as threatened. ZSL 
London Zoo also participates in breeding programmes for 
130 species.

How can you help?
Education is a growing area of ZSL and by working 
with schools like yours, our facilities at London Zoo and 
Whipsnade Zoo are ensuring that the future for animals 
looks brighter than ever. With less than 3,000 individual 
pygmy hippos remaining in the entire world, they are now 
classified as endangered. You will be helping us protect 
these unique animals, raise awareness of the threats they 
face, and improve the exhibit we have for them right here 
in ZSL London Zoo. 

Let’s help to ensure their survival!
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Our vision: 
a world where animals 

are valued and their 

conservation assured Our mission: 
to promote and achieve the 
worldwide conservation of 
animals and their habitats

pygmy 
hippos live in 
West Africa



SUSTAINABLE
HIPPOS

Thug and Nicky are moving house. 
They aren’t moving far, just across 
the zoo to an existing area.  This 
means that materials will be reused 
instead of building a totally new 
house from scratch.  We expect Thug 
and Nicky will be in their new home 
by Easter 2014. 
 
Thug and Nicky have a number of requirements that they 
can’t budge on! As they are tropical animals, they need 
warm water in which to swim in but this can take up a 
lot of energy.  It needs to be cleaned regularly and then 
reheated each time to their desired temperature. The 
pygmy hippo keepers help to limit the number of times 
the water is changed by regularly cleaning the water 
with nets and by installing filters. This helps to save both 
energy and water. 
 

How your class can help Thug and Nicky
As part of the refurbishment, Thug and Nicky will need 
solar panels to heat a section of their outdoor pool. Solar 
panels absorb the energy from the sun to form solar 
radiation.  We are then able to convert the sun’s energy 
into electricity so that we get solar power!  
 
As well as this, they will also need an Air Source Heat 
Pump to heat the inside pools. Air Source Heat Pumps 
take the warmth from the air outside (even when it’s cold 
outside!) and warms the pool water by heat transfer. 

Thug and Nicky‘s keepers have had the builders in and 
they have provided us with a full list of everything we 
need to ensure that Thug and Nicky keep warm all 
throughout the year. We really do hope that by fundraising 
you can help ZSL reach the target of £30,000 and get the 
whole list! 
 

 � In total 32 Solar panels are needed to provide 
Thug and Nicky with enough heat. We have located 
the best position for these to gain the most sunlight 
throughout the year. 

 � Each solar panel has 60 cells and therefore, we 
need to fundraise for a total of 1,920 cells!  
 
60 x 32 = 1,920 

 � We have worked this out to be just under £8 per 
cell which doesn’t sound so hard to fundraise for. 
If you had a target of fundraising for 10 cells, this 
would be just £80 and a whole lot closer to us 
getting everything we need to keep Thug and Nicky 
happy!  

There is a huge range of benefits from what ZSL plans 
to do. Each panel installed will generate 250 watts 
of electricity.  It is predicted this will generate 7,952 
kilowatts per annum and give ZSL an annual financial 
benefit of approximately £1,260.  

We hope you can help us out and also have lots of fun 
using the educational resources to learn more about 
these fantastic animals.
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Get to know: 

Thug
Contrary to his name, Thug is a  
gentle soul who loves to swim and 
sleep. However he does enjoy chasing his companion 
Nicky around! Just like most couples, they 
occasionally squabble over who gets what place in the 
heated shelter. 

Animal type: Pygmy hippo

Scientific name: Choeropsis liberiensis 

Born: Aalborg zoo 16/5/1996

Weight: 316kg 

Likes: Having his teeth cleaned, carrots and clover

Dislikes: Bananas and onions

HIPPO FACTS
A loud eater, the pygmy hippo can be heard munching from 
up to 150 feet (45 meters) away!
 
Pygmy hippos usually spend daylight hours in or around the 
water keeping cool, but emerge to feed in the forest at night. 
Their hairless skin secretes a substance which may act as 
sunscreen.

Adults stand about 0.75m high and weigh up to 275 kg – 
that’s about as heavy as FOUR adult humans!

Whales are the closest living relatives to hippos.

A male hippo is called a Bull, a female hippo is called a cow 
and baby hippo is called a calf

Pygmy hippos can spend up to six hours each day eating!

Get to know:  

Nicky
 

Animal type: Pygmy hippo

Scientific name: Choeropsis liberiensis 

Born: Rome zoo 16/2/1995

Weight: 226kg 

Likes: Eating willow branches and clover

Dislikes: Bananas
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There are many ways for your class 
to get involved and help raise money 
for ZSL.  Your class may already have 
an idea of what they would like to 
organise.  Alternatively take a look at 
the ideas below to help your class get 
the most out of fundraising for ZSL.  
Asking for just £1 from everyone who 
takes part can go a long way!

Ideas 
Herbivore Lunch – arrange a special pygmy hippo 
lunch for your class, year group or whole school! It’s not 
as difficult as it might seem. You are simply becoming 
vegetarian for a day (if you aren’t already)!  

Dress like a pygmy hippo – pay £1 to wear 
something green or grey to school for the day.  Best 
costume could win a prize. Go one step further and hold a 
competition for the best hippo mask to match your fancy 
dress.

Hungry Hungry (Pygmy) Hippos – challenge your 
family, friends or year group to a game or two!

Pygmy Hippo Drawing Competition –  
use the outline provided or challenge your class to  
create your own pygmy hippo inspired masterpieces!  
Each entry into the competition has to pay a £1  
and the winner gets a prize. 

FUNDRAISING
hints, tips and guidelines

Tug of war – test your skills to see if you have the 
strength of Thug and Nicky! 

Pygmy Hippo Quiz – use the pygmy hippo facts to 
hold your own students vs teacher quiz.

To ensure your sponsorship  
keeps going...
Spread the word - Ask your friends and family for 
their support.  For example, you can use the enclosed 
poster and stickers to promote your activity on notice 
boards around your school.  You could even put an article 
in your school’s newsletter and share your activity on 
the school website.  Explain what you’re doing, where 
it’s taking place and when.  Don’t forget to make it clear 
you’re raising funds for ZSL! And always remember to 
thank those that donate and keep them updated with your 
progess

JustGiving – set up a JustGiving account at  
www.justgiving.com/zsl. This is a great way to raise 
money online and you can send the link to parents and 
family members. 

Keep going – once you’ve reached your target, raise it!

Hippo-o-meter poster – show your success to your 
school with the Hippo-o-meter.
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WHAT TO DO  
WITH YOUR  

SPONSORSHIP
By Post
Complete our sponsorship form and return to:
Community Events Team, Development Department, 
ZSL, Regents Park, London, NW1 4RY.

Cheques
Please make cheques payable to the ‘Zoological Society 
of London’ and send to the address above, along with 
your sponsorship form.

Donate online
If you are organising a sponsored activity then you may 
want to set up an online fundraising page, such as at 
www.justgiving.com/zsl. This is a great way to raise 
money, as you can promote the page on your school 
website and newsletters.  Parents can also forward 
the link onto their friends and family. The money raised 
comes straight to ZSL, so you don’t need to collect any 
money after the event.

Gift Aid
The Government allows charities to claim back tax on 
donations from UK tax payers. For every £1 sponsored, 
we can claim an extra 25p back.  Please encourage family 
and friends to tick the Gift Aid box on the sponsorship 
form and remember to send in the sponsorship forms 
after the event. 

Photos
We love to see schools fundraising for us, so if you are 
able to send us a photo that we can use on our website 
please email to learning@zsl.org.

Acknowledgments and incentives
As a thank you to every school that raises money for our 
pygmy hippos, we will send you a personalised letter 
from the pygmy hippo keeper. If you go a step further 
and raise a minimum of £100, we will send your class a 
certificate of their achievement which could perhaps be 
presented in one of your assembly’s. 

If your class manages to raise a huge £500, we will be 
giving away a special class adoption package for Thug.  
By adopting Thug for your class, you will be directly 
supporting ZSL’s conservation work. Each adoption pack 
is delivered in a presentation folder, with a certificate, 
photograph and information on Thug, further information 
on pygmy hippos and ZSL, stickers and bookmarks.
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FUNDRAISING
DOs and DON’Ts 

Charities are governed by lots of different rules and 
regulations and below you will find some basic guidelines 
that you need to bear in mind when organising your 
fundraising activities within your school. If you have any 
queries, please contact ZSL’s Community Events team at 
fundraisingevents@zsl.org 

Further information can also be found at the following 
websites:
www.charity-commission.gov.uk
www.institute-of-fundraising.org.uk

In aid of ZSL
Thank you for raising funds for ZSL. Recently published guidelines mean that we 
need to ensure that our supporters understand that they are raising funds in aid 
of ZSL, but don’t represent ZSL. Please do not talk about ZSL policies or stance 
on specific issues (for example in press releases, in publicity or other materials for 
your event). Any enquiries should be referred to ZSL’s Community Events team.

ZSL Logo
Please use the downloadable materials we have designed for you included within 
this pack to promote your fundraising activities.  Please do not use the ZSL logo on 
any materials you create yourself without approval from ZSL. 

Insurance
Please remember that you are responsible for the activity and for making sure 
that it is run safely and legally. ZSL cannot accept any liability or responsibility for 
anything that might happen to people or property as a result of your fundraising 
activity.  If you are planning an event that involves the general public in any way 
you’ll need to budget for public liability insurance, which can be obtained from any 
insurer. If you are holding the event in a place which has liability insurance (such as 
a school or community centre etc), you should check with them what cover, if any, 
is available under their insurance and whether  or not you need to arrange extra 
cover.

Collecting money
If you want to collect donations at your event, please be aware that public 
collections do need specific permission and licences, depending on the venue. 
We don’t advise that you ever collect money door-to-door or as part of a street 
collection, as it’s illegal to do so without a licence.  For your own protection, if at all 
possible, make sure that you count collected monies with another person present 
and have them verify the total amount raised. Ask people who want to make a 
donation by cheque to make it payable to the ‘Zoological Society of London’ rather 
than to you personally. Make sure any coins and notes donated are kept in a secure 
place and are banked as soon as possible, then write a cheque to the Zoological 
Society of London for this amount to avoid sending cash in the post. Any expenses 
to be received from your event should only be deducted with the prior agreement 
of ZSL. Ensure all funds that you have raised are returned to ZSL within 30 days of 
your event. 

Take care
ZSL cannot accept responsibility for accidents, so please follow these simple 
principles to make sure that everyone’s safe while they are raising money. Contact 
the British Red Cross or St John’s Ambulance if you feel that first aiders are 
necessary. Always ensure that children are safe and that you do not allow them 
to ask for or collect money without an adult. Nobody should carry out fundraising 

in an unsafe environment, so assess any risks involved and make sure that those 
risks are eliminated or minimised, both for yourself and your helpers and for 
participants. If you are going to carry money around, take care with your  personal 
security. Always use a safe route, take someone else with you and carry a personal 
alarm. If you hire anybody to help organise your event, or use facilities provided 
by a third party, make sure that they have suitable experience and their own 
insurance. Finally, remember that your activity if carried out within the work-place 
must comply with the Health and Safety at Work Act 1974, as well as all relevant 
legislation since.  
See www.hse.gov.uk

Food
If you want to offer or sell food to the public, you should check with the 
environmental health department of your local council to see which food safety 
laws apply.

Lotteries and raffles
Legally, lotteries and raffles are defined in the same way and the same rules apply 
to both. 

Private lotteries
If you hold a raffle at your workplace or club, there’s no need to obtain a licence. 
This is the type of lottery we recommend, since it is easy to run and isn’t legally 
complex. Just make sure that the raffle is only offered on the premises. You must 
make it clear who is running the raffle

Small lotteries 
If you hold a raffle as part of an event, but not the main focus of your event, you 
can also run it without a licence. With this type of lottery, there can’t be any cash 
prizes and both the ticket sales and the announcement of the results must take 
place during the event. No more than £250 can be spent on buying prizes, but no 
limits apply to the value of donated goods.

Public lotteries
If you hold a larger raffle that is open to members of the public, it must be 
registered with the local council. Due to the legal issues and extra complexity, we 
suggest that you avoid organising this type of raffle.  

Please note that ZSL cannot supply prizes for lotteries and raffles.

ZSL London Zoo fundraising pack: pygmy hippos



Make your sponsorship  
go even further

Giving under Gift Aid means that so much more money can be raised at no 
extra cost to our donors. All we need you to do is; 
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1.  
Write your 

full name. 

2. Complete your 
home address.

3. Write down how much 

you are giving to the pygmy 

hippos so we know how 

much Gift Aid to claim.

4. Complete the date  
of your donation so that we can 
validate your Gift Aid.

5. Only donate individually. 
For example we wouldn’t be 
able to Gift Aid a donation from 
Mr and Mrs Smith as we need to 
know who the tax payer is. 6. Once you have read the  

Gift Aid declaration, tick the box to  
say you are happy for us to claim  
back the tax on your donation.
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Help heat a pygmy hippo

By participating in ZSL’s fundraising 
campaign to support pygmy hippos, 
we are encouraging your students 
to play an active role as citizens, 
helping ZSL London Zoo raise and 
allocate resources to support its 
strategic aims of sustainability of the 
environment. 

This resource pack has been developed for Key Stage 2 
students and aims to support your students to meet a 
range of learning outcomes tightly linked to the National 
Curriculum.  The content focuses on pygmy hippos, their 
natural habitat, needs and current conservation status.  
It also introduces Thug and Nicky and the conservation 
work done for this species at ZSL London Zoo. 

The contents of the resource pack range across the 
following subjects:

 � English
 � Mathematics
 � Science
 � Geography
 � Art and Design

This pack includes a cross-curricular project where 
students are challenged to develop and build an enclosure 
for the pygmy hippos and learn about the Five Freedoms 
of Animal Welfare.  If your students enjoy this project, 
please visit www.zsl.org/fundraiseforhippos for more 
downloadable activity sheets. These are organised by 
subject area into lower (LA), middle (MA) and higher 
ability (HA) tiers with extension questions.  You may 
choose the appropriate levels for your students and adapt 
as required.

We welcome feedback from our schools audiences and 
if you would like to get in touch to ask questions or share 
your class’s work, please contact learning@zsl.org. 

If you would like to plan a school visit to ZSL London Zoo 
to compliment the use of these resources, then please 
visit http://www.zsl.org/zsl-london-zoo/schools/ and come 
to visit Thug and Nicky!

We hope you enjoy learning more about the amazing 
pygmy hippo!

Key Stage 2 cross-curricular resource pack
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Key Stage 2 National Curriculum 
links for activities

Subject National Curriculum Links

English EN1 Speaking and Listening

Speaking - 1. e. 

Listening - 2. c. e. 

Group discussion and interaction - 3.a. b. c. d. e. 

Drama - 4. a. b. c. 

EN3 Writing

Composition - 1. a. c. d. e. 

Handwriting and Presentation - 5. b.  

Standard English – 6. a. 

Breadth of study. 9. a. b. c. d.; 10; 11; 12

Mathematics Ma2 Number and algebra

Using and applying number- 1. b. g. i. 

Numbers and the number system 2. i. 

Calculations - 3. a. 

Solving numerical problems - 4. a. b. 

Ma3 Shape, space and measures

Using and applying shape, space and measures - 1. a. b. e. f. g. 

Understanding properties of position and movement - 3. a. 

Understanding measures - 4. a. b. e. 

Science Sc2 Living things in their environment

Living things in their environment 5. a. b. c. f. 

Geography Geographical enquiry and skills - 1. a.; 2. a. c. d. e. f. g. 

Knowledge and understanding of places - 3. a. d. e. 

Knowledge and understanding of patterns and processes - 4. a. 

Knowledge and understanding of environmental change and sustainable development - 
5. a. b. 

Art and Design Exploring and developing ideas - 1. b. 

Investigation and making art, craft and design - 2. b. 



Lesson/ Week 
no. and Name

Curriculum
Links

Learning Outcomes Suggested
Resources

Activity/  
Key Questions

Suggested 
time 

allocated

1 Five 
Freedoms

Science
Sc2 5. a
Citizenship

Students understand that animals 
need certain things to stay alive.

Students recognise that ZSL has 
a duty to keep their animals well 
looked after.

Computer and internet access:  
http://www.defra.gov.uk/fawc/about/
five-freedoms/

Writing materials

1. What are the five freedoms?
2. How can ZSL ensure that the ‘Five 

Freedoms’ are met?
3. What might ZSL need to provide in a 

pygmy hippo enclosure to ensure that 
the Five Freedoms are met? 

15mins
15mins

10mins

2 Which 
habitat?

Geography
1. a; 2. a, b, f, g
Science
Sc2 5. b, c

Students identify where pygmy 
hippos live in the wild and 
how this affects their needs in 
captivity.

 � Books

 � Computers and internet access 
for research

 � Writing materials

1. Research to find out which countries 
pygmy hippos are found in.

2. What is the climate like in the places 
where pygmy hippos are found?

3. What kind of habitat are pygmy hippos 
found in?

10mins

10mins

15mins

3 Write to the 
architects

English
EN3 Writing
1. a, c, d, e; 
5. b; 6. a; 
9. a, b, c ,d; 
10; 11; 12

Students apply precise language 
to describe what the pygmy hippo 
needs.
Students understand that the 
welfare of the animals, zoo staff 
and visitors must be taken into 
consideration when planning new 
exhibits.

Writing materials 1. Write a report to advise the architects on 
the new pygmy hippo enclosure.

2. Write a diary entry for Thug the pygmy 
hippo, describing his hopes and dreams 
for his new home.

20mins

15mins

4 Map it out Mathematics
1. i; 4. e
Geography 
2. e, g
English 1. e; 
2. c; 3. d; 3. e
Art &Design 
1. a; 2. b

Students will communicate 
mathematically.
Students will calculate perimeters 
and areas of simple shapes.
Students will calculate the 
perimeter and area of shapes 
composed of rectangles

1cm grid paper
Rulers
Pencils
Colouring pencils/felt tips

1. Using the grid paper, design a new 
enclosure for Thug and Nicky at London 
Zoo.

2. Draw Thug and Nicky in opposite 
corners of the enclosure. Write a set of 
directions so that one can find the other.  

25mins

10mins

5 Bring our 
new home to 
life!

Art and Design 
1. a; 2. b

Students will apply art and design 
techniques to convey a message 
to an audience. 

A solid base e.g. a tray, cardboard, cork 
boar, MDF etc.
Found materials e.g. twigs, ribbons, 
moss, stones, yogurt pots, bottle tops 
etc.
Glue (optional)
Photocopies of 2D plan (optional)

1. Using a solid base such as a tray or 
board, recreate your 2D plan from the 
previous activity.

2. Use found materials to create a scale 3D 
model

20mins

20mins

Cross-Curricular Activity: ‘Home for a Pygmy Hippo!’ – project overview
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Cross-Curricular Activity: 

Lesson 1- Five Freedoms!
Teacher-led activity:
Encourage students to discuss what animals need to stay 
alive.
ZSL London Zoo has a duty to meet the ‘Five Freedoms’ 
for all animals in its care.
Students should be introduced to the ‘Five freedoms’ 
listed below: (more information on http://www.defra.gov.
uk/fawc/about/five-freedoms/) 

Five Freedoms: 
1. From hunger and thirst
2. From discomfort
3. From pain, injury or disease
4. To express normal behaviour
5. From fear and distress

Student-led activity:
 Use mind maps or a table to suggest what ZSL should 
provide in the new pygmy hippo enclosure. 
Your students should think about:

 � Somewhere for the pygmy hippos to eat and 
access drinking water

 � A comfortable temperature pool for the pygmy 
hippos that they can access, Somewhere for the 
pygmy hippo to sleep and relax

 � Toys for the hippos to keep them active and stop 
boredom

 � A place where the pygmy hippo can hide if it 
doesn’t want to be watched

 � Somewhere for the hippos to stay when it is bad 
weather

 � Access for the zoo keepers to safely access and 
clean the enclosure

 � An area where visitors can watch the pygmy hippos 
and learn more about them

Key Stage 2 cross-curricular resource pack

Help ZSL London Zoo design a new home for the two pygmy hippos -  
Thug and Nicky!
The following task has been designed to link the range of curriculum subjects covered in this resource pack. It is 
suggested that each section is completed on a weekly basis (minimum). Please refer to the overview of the project in 
the table provided- this outlines the suggested order for the activities that will complete the project as a whole. The 
suggested allocated time for each lesson is 30-50mins. The details for each week’s activity are specified below. The 
suggested activities are designed to complement your school curriculum.

Lesson 2- Which habitat?
Teacher-led activity:
Background information of pygmy hippos: They live in 
rivers and swamps of lowland forest of Western Africa. 
The keepers at London Zoo want to make their new 
enclosure as similar to their habitat as possible. 

Student-led activity:
 � Can you research and find out which countries 

pygmy hippos are found in?
 � What is the climate like in the places where pygmy 

hippos are found?
 � What kind of habitat are pygmy hippos found in?
 � How can ZSL make the new pygmy hippo 

enclosure as close to their wild habitat?
 � Is it important that ZSL recreates their natural 

habitat? Why?
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Lesson 5- Bring our new home to life!
Teacher-led activity:
Before building work can go ahead, ZSL needs to produce 
a scale 3D model of the planned pygmy hippo enclosure.

Using a solid base such as a tray or board, recreate your 
2D plan.

Lesson 3- Write to the architects
Teacher and student-led activities:
3a    Imagine that you are a zoo keeper and you are  
      writing a report to advise the architects for the  
      design of the new pygmy hippo enclosure.  
      Describe in detail what the enclosure needs, which  
      materials you think they should use, what items  
      should be included and how many of each.  
      Explain why you think they are needed.
 
3b    Write a diary entry from Thug the pygmy hippo 
      describing his hopes and dreams for his new 
      enclosure. What do you think would be top on the  
      list for him?

Lesson 4- Map it out!
Teacher-led activity:
The keepers at ZSL are ready to start building a new 
enclosure for Thug and Nicky. First they will need a 2D 
plan drawn up. Agree upon a scale and a standard size for 
items in the enclosure eg 1 tree = 1cm2

Using the grid, the students can design a new enclosure, 
making sure to include all of the things Thug and Nicky 
need to enjoy themselves.  

Students need to include: 
 � 4 water trays
 � 2 food areas 
 � 11 bushes/trees
 � 6 large rocks/stones (etc. any other items you 

would usually find there!) 

Student-led activities:
3a    Draw Thug and Nicky in opposite corners of your  

   enclosure.

3b    Can you give directions through a clear path so that  
   one can find the other?

3c    Present your plan to the class. Classmates should  
      remark constructively on what they think will work 
      and what may not in others plans. (Tip: Are all Five 
      Freedoms being met?)

Student-led activities:
4a    Use found material to create a scale 3D model (you

may wish to make a copy of your 2D plan to stick 
on your base as a guideline.
Use items that you can find around your school and 
at home. For example: Twigs for trees, stones for 
boulders, moss for grass, yogurt pots for pools, 
moulding clay for hippo models etc.

4b      Discuss:
 � What do you think would be the next step in 

creating the real pygmy hippo enclosure? What do 
you think the building team should do first?

 � What materials do you think the building team 
should use when building the new enclosure? 
Explain your choices.

 � Do you think that it is important that animals have 
enclosures that suit their individual needs?

When you have finished your project you could take some photos of your 
models and email to us at learning@zsl.org.  We would be very interested to 
see your final results!
Why not invite your friends and family to view your finished designs in an 
exhibition at school to help raise money for the pygmy hippos?


