
English
Intended Learning Outcomes

 � Students will use written and spoken word to 
interest and educate their audience

 � Students will use dramatic techniques to explore 
and understand the circumstances of other people

Activities
LA:

1. Create a story about a pygmy hippo coming to live 
with you. What might you need to give them to 
eat, sleep, so it is comfortable?

LA Extension:
Design an enclosure for the pygmy hippos and write a 
report to ZSL London Zoo advising our keepers on what 
they should include in their enclosure.

Dear ZSL London Zoo,
As a pygmy hippo this is what I would like in my enclosure… 
...Signed Thug the Pygmy Hippo

MA:
2. Create a report which can be filmed, recorded as  a podcast, or written in the style of a newspaper article 

introducing the pygmy hippo to a British audience. What new facts can you find to include?

MA Extension 
What if a pygmy hippo was the journalist writing about humans. How do they feel about the way that we treat them 
and their habitat?

HA:
3. Debate in character. Allow students time to research and prepare for their side of the argument using the 

statements on the resource cards as a starting point. 

 “Should deforestation be banned to save the pygmy hippos?”

“Should African governments spend money on saving pygmy hippos?”
 

HA Extension  
Students act out a scene using the statements as a stimulus. The rest of the children are “spectactors”. The children 
or the teacher can shout freeze at any time and question the characters as to why they are behaving a certain way, and 
suggest an alternative. For example “Why are you burning the trees?” “To make space for crops” “Can you try just 
cutting down the trees you need to stop forest fires, and replant trees in fields you no longer use?”. The characters 
then act out this new scenario. If the students think this will not work, they can stop the action again and discuss why.
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Pygmy hippo  
statement cards resource

Farmers
 � With more people on the planet, farmers need to 

grow more and more crops like cocoa, coffee, and 
palm nut each year

 � To produce rice we need to first drain the swamps
 � The quickest way to clear land for farming is “slash 

and burn”
 � Animals like pygmy hippos eat and damage our 

crops – if we have no crops, we have nothing to sell

 Villagers
 � We don’t know much about pygmy hippos – we 

had heard that they are able to kill a human and that 
their skin is bullet proof

 � It is a long way to the supermarket – if we need 
meat it is easier to hunt what we find in the forest

 � Pygmy hippos damage our fishing nets making it 
hard to catch fish to eat

 � There is not a lot of money in our village

Conservation Scientists
 � We want to save the pygmy hippo from extinction 

as they are very unique animals
 � We want people to stop cutting down the trees and 

draining the swamps so that pygmy hippos have a 
place to live

 � We want local people to learn about pygmy hippos 
and understand why they should be protected

 � We need to do lots of research and patrolling to 
protect an endangered species. This costs a lot of 
money

Poachers
 � Most of the villagers eat meat which we catch and 

sell from the forests
 � Sometimes our traps catch unexpected animals 

which we can also sell
 � Rich people in towns like to eat unusual meats.  

We make a lot more money from a pygmy hippo 
than a chicken

 � Parts of the pygmy hippo that are not eaten can be 
sold to be used in traditional medicines

Pygmy Hippos
 � There are less than 3,000 of us left in the wild. 

With people cutting down our forest it is very hard 
to move from one place to another to find our 
friends and family

 � We are scared of people – some hunt us
 � We are herbivores, we only eat plants
 � We weigh about half a tonne and can be very 

clumsy. We don’t always look where we are going 
and can squash things that get in our way

British Supermarkets
 � Our shoppers want a wide variety of products as 

cheap as possible
 � Palm oil is found in around 80% of products we sell 

like biscuits, soap, makeup, and peanut butter
 � Some of our most popular products include rice, 

coffee, chocolate, newspapers, tinned products 
and toilet roll

 � Many of our shoppers want to protect the 
environment by recycling and buying responsible 
products


