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Our Mission
The Zoological Society of London is a charity devoted to the 
worldwide conservation of animals and their habitats. With 
your help we are in a unique position to save our planet's 
stunning and diverse wildlife. 

ZSL constitutes three main branches that work together: 
the Institute of Zoology, our science hub; Conservation 
Programmes, who run field projects in over 50 countries; 
and our living collections at ZSL London and ZSL Whipsnade 
Zoos. At any given moment we might be simultaneously 
mapping deep sea vents, relocating rhinos in Kenya, and 
explaining what penguins eat to a class of schoolchildren.

Since Sir Stamford Raffles established the society in 1826, 
ZSL has been a centre for some of the world's foremost 
scientists and animal experts, with members including 
Charles Darwin and Sir David Attenborough.



Why
support ZSL?

A healthy and diverse natural world is 
both valuable in itself and essential for 
human kind. 

Become a ZSL Patron and you will be 
part of one of the world's most 
important and exciting conservation 
organisations. Patron support helps 
us run vital field projects, undertake 
ground-breaking research and inspire 
millions of visitors at our zoos.

Our initiatives really work. Recently 
we played a key role in the 
designation of the world's largest 
marine reserve in the Chagos 
archipelago, and advised on steps to 
halt the catastrophic decline of Indian 
vultures. 

As well as having a long list of past 
achievements, ZSL is at the forefront 
of conservation science innovation: 
tiny radio tags are used to research 

the movement of tropical paper 
wasps; a pioneering new app, Instant 
Wild, harnesses enthusiasts from the 
general public to identify animals in 
camera-trap images from around the 
world; and remote control helicopters 
are used to collect whale blow 
samples. ZSL scientists are forever 
coming up with wildly inventive ways 
to achieve our mission.



Be  inspired

Hispaniolan solenodon A stranded sperm whale Charco Palma pupfish

Our EDGE (Evolutionarily 
Distinct and Globally 
Endangered) Programme 
focuses on unique and 
lesser-known threatened 
species, such as lungless 
salamanders and 
Hispaniolan solenodons, 
raising awareness, 
initiating conservation 
programmes and training 
future conservation leaders 
in the countries where 
these extraordinary 
animals live.

Scientists at ZSL's Institute 
of Zoology manage the UK 
Cetacean Strandings 
Investigation Programme 
(CSIP). Data is collected 
about whales, dolphins and 
porpoises that strand 
around the UK coastline, 
and post-mortems are 
carried out to identify the 
causes. This information is 
essential in helping to 
prevent these events 
happening in the future.

The aquarium at ZSL 
London Zoo has important 
breeding programmes 
in place linked to 
conservation projects 
around the world. Our 
killifish breeding 
programme includes three 
species of pupfish already 
classified as extinct in the 
wild. ZSL aquarists have 
also enjoyed success 
breeding endangered 
short-snouted and 
long-snouted seahorses.

Here are just three examples of the work          ZSL carries out worldwide:



Global reach
CHAGOS:
REEFS AND 
MARINE LIFE
ZSL played a key role in the 
designation of the world’s largest 
marine protected area. Our 
conservationists continue to 
study and protect the incredible 
biodiversity found there.
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DOMINICA:
AMPHIBIANS
ZSL is working to mitigate the 
threat of infectious diseases. The 
gigantic mountain chicken frog is 
being bred in captivity and 
awareness is being raised among 
local communities.

ANTARCTICA:
PENGUINS
ZSL scientists are monitoring 
penguins with high-tech 
satellite-linked camera traps and 
DNA analysis to learn about the 
impact of climate change at the 
South Pole.

DEMOCRATIC 
REPUBLIC OF 
CONGO: OKAPI
ZSL conservationists are finding out 
more about these rare mammals in the 
Virunga National Park and developing 
community-based projects to help 
prevent poaching.

PHILIPPINES:
SEAHORSES
ZSL co-founded Project Seahorse 
in 1996, and has since helped 
create more than 30 no-take 
Marine Protected Areas to 
provide safe-havens for these 
amazing animals.

UK:
GARDEN 
BIRDS TURKEY 

AND GREECE:
FRESHWATER 
FISH

INDONESIA:
SUMATRAN 
TIGERS

INDIA:
VULTURES
Indian vulture populations 
have almost disappeared. 
ZSL continues breeding, 
research and monitoring to 
try to resolve the problem.

ZSL runs vital conservation projects 
in over 50 countries around the world. 
Here are just a few examples of our 
ongoing work. Visit www.zsl.org 
to discover more.

PANAMA:
PYGMY 
SLOTHS
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Introducing

ZSL
Patrons
If you are inspired by the natural world 
then becoming a Patron of ZSL is a 
wonderful way to help us accomplish our 
ambitious mission: to achieve the 
worldwide conservation of species and 
habitats.  You can develop a relationship 
with ZSL at a level that suits you, and 
enjoy exclusive access and a tailor made 
programme of events throughout the year.

Our Patrons are at the heart of the 
Society and enjoy a close involvement 
with our animals, people and projects. 
Join us today to be part of a dedicated 
group of supporters whose passion
and commitment enables us to carry 
out our vital conservation, education 
and research work both at home and 
around the world. 





Benefits
Unlimited Zoo entry and guest passes, 
giving you countless opportunities to 
entertain friends and family in our award 
winning Zoos.
 
Private animal encounters. These once in 
a lifetime opportunities allow you to meet 
keepers and interact with the species of 
your choice.

Invitations to a calendar of exclusive Patron 
events, including behind the scenes tours 
of animal houses and exhibits, out of hours 
Zoo access and talks from our keepers and 
conservation scientists. 

Exhibit previews, special discounts and 
priority booking at ZSL events throughout 
the year. Ensure your place for special 
experiences like Keeper for a Day and at  
popular events like the Stamford Raffles 
Scientific Lecture. 

Discounts on venue hire. Our Zoos provide 
the perfect setting for private or corporate 
events, with a range of suites and meeting 
rooms.

Being at the forefront of conservation 
science. Hear first hand from some of the 
world’s leading conservation scientists 
about their innovative work, scientific 
research and conservation initiatives 
around the world.

A subscription to our award-winning Wild 
About magazine and regular updates from 
your own Patron newsletter.

Access to field conservation sites around 
the world. See how we survey seals in the 
Thames or help us plant mangroves in the 
Philippines.

As a ZSL Patron you will enjoy a host of special privileges, including:
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What our current

 

 
Patrons say

"Having been both Fellows and Friends of ZSL 
for many years we have seen much to make us 
proud of being part of an organisation that is 
constantly at the forefront of conservation both 
in their Zoos and in the field. The Patron scheme 
has allowed us to further our support for the 
charity, while special Patron events have given 
us a greater understanding and enjoyment of 
our visits to the Zoos. The bonus of being able to 
bring friends in allows us to be ambassadors for 
the Society, whilst having an unusual place to 
meet people."

Simon and Elaine Brown

“We enjoy visiting ZSL as often as possible 
throughout the year. Over the years, we have got 
to know quite a number of the keepers and enjoy 
chatting to them and finding out about the work 
they do and the animals they look after. We have 
been delighted to attend the openings of new 
exhibits such as the superb Penguin Beach, which 
has proved a huge attraction. We enjoy attending 
conservation events and hearing about all the work 
ZSL is carrying out in many countries. We feel very 
privileged to be so involved with ZSL and to have 
made so many good friends there.”

Martyn and Sylvia Notley





Explore  
the scenes

behind

As a Patron you are invited to come 
and explore behind the scenes at 
our living collections. Enjoy tours of 
the animal enclosures and meet our 
animals and the keepers who care 
for them. You can also discover 
what goes on in our Science centre, 
tour our famous Library and hear 
first-hand accounts from our 

conservationists of far-flung 
projects to save fascinating 
species.

Or for an altogether bigger 
adventure, you can visit our field 
projects, from the tidal Thames 
to the mangrove ecosystems 
of the Philippines. 



How
your donation helps

Here are just a few examples of the 
ways Patron support can help us achieve 
our conservation mission, both at home 
and worldwide:

£500 pays for dive training for in-country 
conservationists, creating a large number 
of trained marine specialists to conduct 
surveys of marine habitats around the 
world. 

£1,250 provides fruit and vegetables for 
a gorilla at ZSL London Zoo for one year. 
Our gorillas help us to inspire and 
educate our visitors about great apes 
and promote their conservation. 

£2,500 provides crucial water quality 
meters for our Thames Estuary 
monitoring. Our Thames Estuary projects 
monitor and protect native populations of 
fish, eels, porpoises, seals and important 
migrant bird populations. 

£5,000 provides a year’s salary for local 
field staff in tiger conservation. Across 

the year ZSL staff use our tiger 
monitoring programme to spot the 
decline of tigers and work to increase 
anti-poaching support and tiger 
protection before it is too late.

£10,000 provides a trained elephant for 
rhino surveys in Nepal.  ZSL has been 
successful in implementing 
elephant-back anti-poaching patrols to 
protect the vulnerable greater 
one-horned rhino in Nepal. 
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Get in touch"Being involved with ZSL 
is one of the most rewarding, 

fascinating and stimulating things you 
can do.  The enthusiasm of ZSL Patrons is 
amazing.  I am immensely grateful for their 
support which is so vital to our conservation 
work.  I encourage you to become a Patron 

and I look forward to meeting you at a 
ZSL Patrons event soon."

Rupert Hambro, 
Chairman, ZSL Development 

Strategy Board

To find out more about 
becoming a ZSL Patron 

please get in touch: 

T. 020 7449 6406
email: patrons@zsl.org



The Zoological Society of London (ZSL) is a charity devoted 
to the worldwide conservation of animals and their habitats.

Registered charity in England and Wales: no 208728 
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