
Training animals 
A great number of the animals at the Zoo are trained to some extent.  Some animals get more 
training than others.  The amount of training depends on what the animals are to do.  For 
example our sealions and some of our birds are used in educational demonstrations and they 
have much more training than other species which are not involved in demonstrations.  We 
also train our animals to make veterinary procedures easier and less stressful. 
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Animals involved in demonstrations: 
Elephants 
Sealions 

Birds 

Asian elephants 

Background 
The adult female elephants and calves go 
for daily walks around the Zoo.  This gives 
them exercise and a change of scenery. 
The keepers who lead the elephants on 
the walk will sometimes stop them in 
areas of the Zoo where the  elephants can 
browse or graze. 
Training is required to keep the public, 
keepers and the elephants safe on their 
walk. 
They walk in a line, one behind the other, 
holding the tail of the animal in front.  Very 
young calves will walk by their mother for 
the first few months but will join the line 
when they are old enough. 

Things to think about: 
To walk the elephants round the Zoo what commands do 
you think the elephants would have to be trained?  Do you 
think these commands would be auditory, visual or both? 
How long after a baby elephant has been born do you 
think it would go out on a walk with the rest of the herd. 

Background 
Chimps are very strong; seven times 
stronger than a man. 
They have sharp canine teeth. 
Chimps can be very territorial and will 
defend their home and members of 
their group from others. 

Chimpanzees 

Things to think about: 
Keepers can’t go in with the chimps 
they are too dangerous so how do 
you think they check the animals are 
ok without putting themselves in 
danger? 
What training could you give the 
chimps to make daily care and simple 
veterinary treatment easier? 

Background 
Big cats can be very dangerous, they 
have large, sharp teeth and claws. 
An adult male Amur tiger can weigh up 
to 300kg and is the largest big cat. 
There are 3 big cats at Whipsnade: 
lions, cheetahs and tigers. 

Big cats 

Things to do and think about: 
What would keepers need to do 
each day to look after a big cat 
properly? 
How could training help with this 
and what might you train the animal 
to do to help with their daily care? 
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Sealion Splash 

Background 
Sealions are very intelligent and can learn very quickly. 
Male Californian sealions can weigh up to 254kg (40 stone).  
Sealions also have sharp teeth so training is very important if 
keepers are to get close to these animals. 

Things to do and think about: 
Why is it important for the keepers to train the sealions?  What 
vet treatments can be done if the sealion has been trained? 
What signals do the keepers use to ask the sealion to do 
something? 

Birds of the World demonstration 

Elephantastic 

Things to do and 
think about: 

Why do we train 
the elephants at 
Whipsnade Zoo? 
How does the 
elephant’s training 
make the day to 
day care of the 
elephants easier? 
We train the 
elephants to make 
veterinary  
procedures easier 
and less stressful.   
What procedures 
do we train the 
elephants for and 
how is this done? 

Animal demonstrations 
During the spring and summer we put on a number of demonstrations for the visiting public.  The 
‘Sealion Splash’ and the ‘Birds of the World’ demonstrations take place between Easter and the 
October half term.  The ‘Elephantastic’ demonstration takes place between the June half term 
and the end of the school summer holidays.  These demonstrations show a range of adaptations 
the animals have and talk about why some of the animals are threatened in the wild. 
 

Please notes: Times vary so please check a day planner on arrival.  Some demonstrations are weather dependant 
and may be cancelled on the day if conditions are bad.  Demonstrations last approximately 15 minutes.  

Background 
A variety of birds are flown in this 
demonstration and not all the trained 
birds are used in every demo. 
You may see a toucan, vulture, red-
legged seriema, macaws, hornbill, 
burrowing owls, bald eagle, jungle fowl, 
Bengal eagle owl, Harris hawk. 

Things to do and think about: 
What signals are used to call a bird back 
to the hand? 
What manoeuvres have the birds been 
trained to do? 

Background 
An adult female Asian elephant can weigh 
up to 2,700kg. 
Caring for and moving very large animals 
can be difficult if they have not had any 
training. 
Training can be particularly useful should a 
veterinary procedure be required. 


